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EDITORIAL NOTES 





October 21st 1977 marks the eight anniversary of the popu- 
lar Revolution in Somalia in 1969. The Somali Revolution is ba- 
sically directed towards improving the standards of the life of the 
Somali masses. Accordingly, the socio-economic accomplishments 
of the Revolution are extremely important. This issue of HAL- 
GAN devoted a special article reviewing such accomplishments and 
the tasks yet to be dore. 


Among the most important socio-political achievements of the 
past years are those connected with the formal establishment of So- 
mali social organisations. The SRSP programme emphasises that: 
«Without the collaboration of the masses, the Party alone cannot 
build the new society........ The extent of its power is directly relat- 
ed to the extent it is tied to the masses.» During the ‘General Re- 
port submitted to the 3rd Session of the CC of the SRSP, the Se- 
cretary General pointed out; «The Party should be linked to the 
masses through mobilizing and organizing them. Therefore our 
Party should pay considerable attention to the task of improving 
the structures and functions of our social organizations.» 


Accordingly during the first half of the 1977, significant steps 
were taken aimed at reorganisations. A founding congress was 
held early in March which led to the establishment of the Somali 
Women Democratic Crganisation (SWDO) by March 8, 1977. The 
General Confederation of the Somali Trade Unions (GCSTU) 
emerged on May ist following a congress held late in April. On May 
15th 1977, we witnessed the birth of the Somali Revolution Youth 
Union (SRYU). The tasks of consolidating these organisations at 
the regional, district and basic unit levels has been proceeding smoo- 
thly ever since their establishment. 


As we mark the eighth anniversary of our Rovo- 
lution, the Somali masses are more united and better organised than 
ever before. This is as it should be given that the Somali Nation 
is today facing a great historical test. Following the victories of 
the Somali Liberation Fronts waging armed struggle in the former 
Ethiopian Empire, the current Addis Ababa regime is bent on in- 
ternationalising the local conflicts. It has obtained huge quantities 
of arms and has issued threats against the very existence of the So- 
mali Democratic Republic itself. 


oe 


The eight anniversary 
of the Somali Revolution 
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The Somali people bear no ill will against the suffering and dis- 
titute masses in Ethiopia. The SDR simply supports the struggles of 
the colonized people in Ethiopia. Should this just expression of solida- 
rity give the Addis regime cause for expanded acts of aggression 
against the SDR? Our revolution has expressed its confidence on this 
solemn anniversary occasion, that the Somali people will defend their 
country, independence and Revolution. This is a time for revolu- 
tionary vigilance and the consolidation of our party and its mass or- 
ganisations gives us reason for optimism. In spite of current difficul- 
ties our Revolution will continue to consolidate itself and achieve its 
long range objectives of edifying a society founded on social justice 
and peace. 


HALGAN’S FIRST ANNIVERSARY 


October, 1977 marks the first anniversary of HALGAN, the 
official journal of the SRSP, thus coinciding with the 8th anniver- 
sary of the 21st October Revoultion. 


HALGAN as scheduled appears in Somali and English mon- 
thly and in Arabic tri-monthly; striving to present the policies and 
directives of the SRSP. 


HALGAN’S issues of the past year is an indication of its pio- 
neer role in promoting the standards attained by the previous Somali 
journals although shortcomings with regards to required staff, the 
possibilities of our printing House, and distribution for widespread 
circulation posed persistent problems. 


The main function of HALIGAN is to provide guiding mate- 
rials that lead to the achievement of such objectives as: 


— Presenting the stand of the SRSP in respect to internal and 
international issues. 


— Establishing actual contact among all party branches and 
cells. 


— Inspiring the Somali masses to their revolutionary duties of 
nation building and struggle against world imperialism. 


— Promoting the militant solidarity of the Somali masses with 
the liberation movements struggling for freedom progress 
and peace. 
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— Encouraging the development of progressive Somali culture 
and traditions. 


— Analysing critically and responsibly all forms of mis-man- 
agement ang deviations retarding the fulfillment of the plan- 
ned party policies and targets so as to benefit from the mis- 
takes rectify them once committed and avoid them in future. 


— Establishing closer contacts, and communications with 
other internal progressive news papers. 


HALGAN gives priority to the presentation of the SRSP"s po- 
licies. All HALGAN issues contain a section «Party Life». In 
addition certain issues of HALGAN were specifically directed to 
party affairs. Accordingly, the February 1977 issue carries exten- 
sive coverage on the proceeding of the Third Ordinary Session of 
the CC of the SRSP. 


During that important session the Secretary-General of the CC 
of the SRSP, Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre, delivered an important 
Report in which he states: 


«To carry our Party tasks effectively, it is inevitable to utilise 
the Mass Media i.e., Radio, Newspapers etc., it is necessary to hold 
serious party study sessions, seminars, courses etc. All these tasks 
call for research and publication of revolutionary books and pam- 
phicts to be utilised all over the country». 


In line with the speech of Jaalle Siyad, HALGAN strives to 
prove itself useful for all seminars and discussion groups con- 
ducted by the party and the social organisations. Some of its arti- 
cles prove especially useful for the crucial task of training cadres 
in Party schools. 


As it enters it’s second year, HALGAN promises to strive even 
hard to fulfill the trust and respousibilities given to it by the 
Secretary General. 


HALGAN welcomes contributions from all writers of articles 
and other items on matters pertaining to revolutionary transforma- 
tion in Somalia and internationally. 


HALGAN continues to proudly proclaim its intention to de- 
fend the right of the Somali masses: workers, peasants, nomads, 
armed forces, progressive intellectuals and inspires them to their 
revolutionary duties. On the other hand HALGAN exerts its 
struggle against all deviations from Somalia’s Revolutionary progres- 
sive oriented endeavour for development. 


HALGAN proudly supports the struggles of the Western So- 
mali freedom fighters in their just war for independence. 


ay Ne 
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Political, Social and Economic Affaris 









This article is an attempt to ma- 
ke an approisal of the achievemen- 
ts and the shortfalls experienced 
during the past seven years of our 
Revolutionary Struggle. However. 
before making any through anal- 
sis of the achievements attained 
and the shortfalls, one has to ma- 
ke a quick review of the circums- 
tances which led our armed forces 
to intervene in the political situa- 
tion prevailing in the country at 
that particular time. [i is alsg 
equally important to have a proper 
idea of what was going on the in- 
ternational political scene. Nee 
dless to say, many African coun- 
tries attained their political inde- 
pendence in the sixties. However 
the political independence was not 
complete in the true sense of the 
word, since in this period the co- 
lonial metropoles substituted their 
direct colonial rule with indirect 
neo-colonial manipulations, 


It deserves some explaination 
to understand why and how diffe- 
rent interpretations or distorted im- 
pressions have been given to the 
Revolution of 21-10-69 by some in- 
tellectuals and foreign press. The 
Revolution. has taken place in a 
period of turmoil and change of 
governments in African spearhea- 
ded by direct military intervention 
in politics. Between 1963 to 1969 
twenty five Coup D’etats have ta- 
ken place in our continent. Howe- 
ver, in many cases the politico-eco- 


SO 


struggle 


nomic and social revolutions needs 
remained unsatisfied, 
REACTIONARY OFFENSIVE 
IN LARGE SCALE 


During the decade 1960-1970 




























































































































































































Reflections on eight 
= years of revolutionary 


By: M, Y. WEYRAH) — MEM- 
BER OF THE C.C. OF SRSP 


the continent has been completely 
put under serious pressure by the 
exploitation 
unprecedented di- 
mensions, the gap between urban 


neo-colonial powers, 
assumed new 
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and rural areas widened, neo-colo- 
nial culture deepened its roots. 
mass starvation and improvenish- 
ment reached unbealivable propor- 
tions and the freedom for which 
the masses fought for decades was 
put at the mercy of the imperialist 
countries. 


At the intetrnational level reac- 
tionary forces and imperialists we- 
re very active in this period. Tc 
mention only a few, many progres- 
sive governments in Asia have be- 
en over thrown by reactionary mi- 
litary cliques. 


In Africa the progressive regime 
of Ghana had the same fate. Isra- 
al in collaboration with its allies 
made a wanton aggression against 
Egyt, Syria and Jordan. This at- 
tempt was directed to intimidate 
President Nasser in the hope that 
he would abandon once and for 
all his anti-imperialistic stand, 

In Latin America, the «Che» 
guerilla movement was oyerwhel- 
med although they fought heroical. 
ly. Similarly some reactionary 
Coup d’etates have also taken pla- 
ce in that Continent. In Europe 
a fascist regime gained a victory 
over parlamentary government and 
monarchy in Greece. The USA 
gave a new momentum to the esca- 
lation of the war in Vietnam. 

In all these events the imperia- 
lists and reactionary armed forzes 
were the principal actors and of 
course the beneficiaries. All sha- 
dy reasons have been given by bo- 
urgeois observers in order to expla- 
in the causes of the succession of 
coups which have taken place in 
Africa in recent years. 


BOURGEOIS FALSIFICATION 
OF THE ROLE OF THE ARMY 


Bourgoeis jntellectuals and mass 
media have taken advantage of the 
experience of the above decade and 
have djstortedly presented the ro- 


le and the nature of the all armed 
forces. They have convinced in- 
nocent people, potentially revolu- 
tionary intellectals and patriots 
that by its nature the army in the 
underdeveloped countries is reac- 
tionary. 

For the foresighted people howe- 
ver this has only one logical con- 
clusion and that is all the under- 
developed countries do not need 
any sort of defence, because of the 
status-quo, which means exploita- 
tion, misery, disease and hunger. 
That is to say the multinational 
companies and the comparadores 
peacefully continue their exploita 
tion. This expresses that the 
State is classless and that 
the exploited and the exploiters 
should live in harmony under the 
imperialists umbrella. But V.I 
Lenjn teaches us rightly that, «The 
State is the product and a mani- 
festation of the irreconcilability of 
class antagonism. The State arises 
where, when and in so far as class 
antagonism objectively cannot be 
reconsiled, And, conversely, the ex- 
istance of state proves that the 
class antagonism 
ble — the State and Revolution». 

To answer the bourgeois propo- 
ganda on the armies of the develo- 
ping country we can say only that 
army is not anisolated group from 
the rest of the society. They sha- 
re with the rest of the people the 
wealth, the difficulties, the hono- 
ur, the success and the failure in 
their country. It is therefore stu- 
pid to consider them in «toto» as 
reactionaries and servants of the 
imperialists. Of course no body 
denies that an army formed under 
reactionary governments all the 
classes of the society are present. 


THE TASKS OF 21 OCT. 
REVOLUTION 

In light of this circtismtances a 
revolution led by the army has ta- 


are irraconsila 


a E 


ken place in Somalia on 21-10-64 
and while putting a side its procla- 
mations many people believed that 
it was one of the many miiitary 
take over in Africa, No body 
expected that in an era of reactio- 
nary forces victories in a poor co- 
untry like Somalia the imperialists 
and reactionary forces could be sc 
easily defeated, Derogatory state- 
ments about our revolution were 
given by infantile revolutionaries 
and by traditionalists of gery ca- 
tegory. 


Today after eight years of Revo- 
lutionary struggle our friends and 
foes understand well where we 
stand and for what we are strug- 
gling. We will not insist but can 
modestly say that our revolution 
is the first serious set back of the 
imperialistic offensive in this con- 
tinent. After seventy, as the pro- 
gressive forces were gajning victo- 
ry and the peace loving people, all 
over the world, are mobilized to 
defend these achievements and we 
consider ourself part and parcel 
of them. 


— J, — 


From its inception the revolutio- 
nary government has taken appro- 
priate measures to consildate the 
revolution and to speed the process 
of socio-economic transformation 
of the country. This was not an 
easy task. Somalia has been kept 
by the imperialists at a very lower 
stage of development. This poli- 
cy was agreed by the colonial po- 
wers with vested interests in this 
part of Africa because of the pe- 
culiayity of the Somalia nation 
which is by its homogenity a poten- 
tial threat to their interests. The 
former SRC has suceeded in imple- 
menting totally the the First Char- 
ter of the Revolutjon which estab- 
lishes: 
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The establishment for Cooperatives is the basis for inereasing food 


produetion 
A. INTERNAL, POLICY 


1. To constitue a society based 
on the right of work and the prin- 
ciple of social justice considering 
the environments and social life of 
the Somali people. 


2. To prepare and orientate the 
development of economic, social 
and cultural programme to reach 
a rapid progress of the country; 


3. Liquidation of illetaracy and 
to develop an enlightned patrimo- 
nial and cultural heritage of the 
Somali people; 


4. To constitute, with appropri- 
ate and adequate measures the ba- 
sic development of the writting So- 
mali language; 

5. Liquidation of all kinds of 
corruption, all forms of anachy, 
the malicious system of tribalism 
in every form and other phenome- 
na of bad customs in state activi- 
ties; 

6. To obolish all political par- 
ties, and 

7. To conduct at appropriate ti- 
me free and impartial election. 


B. EXTERNAL POLICY 


1. Support for international soli- 
darity and national liberation; 


2. Oppose and fight all forms of 
colonialism and neo-colonialism; 


3. To struggle to maintain the 
Somali National Unity; 


4. To recognise strongly the prin- 
ciple of peaceful coesistence bet- 
ween all people; 


5, To continue and preserve the 
policy of positive neutrality and 


6. To respect and recognise all 
legal international commitments 
undertaken by the Somali Repu- 
blic. 

The Chart is an important docu- 
ment which for the historians of- 
fers the possibility of examinig and 
interperpreting what happened in 
the day before the progressive ar- 
my, supported by the masses, has 
in the name of the people took o- 
yer the responsibility of the coun- 
try- 

The SRC ‘has within one day 
come out with a programme which 


z0r SS 


cover all areas of interest to the 
Somali people. Few governments 
all over the world could prepare 
in few hours of uncertain stability 
a clear programme to be realised 
in the next few years, 


CHARACTERISITICS OF THE 
SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY. 


Up-to now we do not posses any 
specific documents on particular 
subject explaining the political eva- 
luation of our army nor any detai- 
led analysis of the struggle betwe- 
en its Higher ranks, But one thing 
is clear: that the revolution of 21st 
October 1969 was not decided in 
one day, one month or one year, 
It is the result of a long prepara 
tion under difficult circumstances 
influenced by the class struggle in 
the country and morally encoura- 
ged by the need of the masses for 
a progressive change before the 
nation collapses. The Somali ar- 
my grow in a different situation of 
those of many countries. Its was 
not formed under the colonial coe- 
five apparatus. Is was not hea 
ded by colonial stooge, but by peo- 
ple who participated in the libera- 
tion movement and after its incep- 
tion it did not have any link what- 
so-eyer with the former neo-colo- 
nial powers. 





Our army advanced in its forma- 
tion on a different road. Its com 
mander Jaalle Siyaad kept it away 
from the corruption prevailing in 
the country during the sixties. The 
army was secretly and constantly 
given political in — doctrination 
and awareness of the country’s si- 
tuation. This, made furious tc 
ther reactionary government whc 
started interfering in its organisa- 
tion and adopted certain restricti- 
ve measures in its activity as well 
as a continued sabotages, in its nor- 
mal growth and manisfested deni- 
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gration of its cheif. It was quite 
understandable that the reactionary 
governments took this action beca- 
use they were under sistematic pre- 
ssure of their master who wanted 
an army of dogs, oriented toward 
western norms and ideals. Jaalle 
Siyaad stated in 1965 in an inter- 
view to the Italian Jouranal L’U- 
NITA that «the rank and fillo of 
our army are from the peasants and 
its principle duty is to defend the 
interests of the masses, against 
whoever». 


The reactionary Government and 
its colonial allies were furious a- 
bout the nature of the cooperation 
and technical assistance the army 
was receiving from the USSR, the 
first socialist country. The cha- 
racter of its leadership and the na- 
ture of its education our army is 
an army of a new type, vanguard 
of the masses’ cause and, in the 
light of these facts the 21 October 
1969 must be seen. 


ALONG THE PATH OF 
INDEPENDENT 
DEVELOPMENT 


The struggle started after 21 
October 1969 and its main objec- 
tive was the implementation of the 
first charter of the revolution. Sin- 
ce the revolution has taken place 
in the interest of the masses, they 
should be the subject and not the 
object of their future; that is to 
say the masses should realize di- 
rectly the contents of the first char- 
ter, The charter puts its emphasis 
on the right of work, the develop- 
ment of culture, the liquidation of 
illetracy and the creation of the 
necessary condition on which tc 
build a new society based on jus- 
tice, and freedom as well as other 
directives intended to put the co- 
untry in its proper place in the in- 


ternational community. The slo- 
gan adopted immediately after the 
revolution was «defeat the colonia- 
lism and liquidate the neo-cglonia- 
lism». This well elaborate slogan 
expresses the will of the people to 
eradicate the evils which conditio- 
ned and paralized all our institu- 
tions. 


Somalia, like every other coun- 
try in Africa attained its indepen: 
dence without breaking the colo- 
nial links and the heritage of co- 
lonial institutions, thus making the 
whole independence a mere «far- 
ce». Immediately the day after 
independence the colonial rulers 
became advisers and experts in the 
State apparatus granting in theit 
new positions the continuity of the 
colonial rule in a new ferm and in 
a new order, The relation betwe- 
en the metropoles and the newly 
independent countries remained 
unchanged and in most cases the 
dependence increased. Books. ar 
ticles and statistical figures have 
remarkedly shown throughout the 
years this state of affairs. Militant: 
and scholars, political parties and 
specialized institutions have dedi- 
cated considerable time to attrac} 
to the attention of the international 
public opinion this new trend oi 
the monopolies, exploitation which 
is commonly known as neo-colonia- 
lism. 


This new stage of exploitation 
in the newly emerged countries 
could not stand on its own feet if 
not supported by colonial super- 
structure within the establishment 
of these countries. Colonialists 
have since their domination esta- 
blished and constantly revitalized 
a multi-system of hierarchy on whi- 
ch they based their power; these 
are: Tribalism. Factionalism, assi- 


milation, racism and fatalism. 


eNe- 


THE LIQUIDATION OF 
BACKWARDNESS AND ITS 
INSTITUTIONS 

All these institutions and attitu- 
des were dependent financially 
culturally and politically by the 
colonial powers. The evolution 
of these institutions passed throu- 
gh stages and has been adopted to 
the requirements of the colonial 
powers in order to adequately co- 
unterbalance the liberation move- 
ments which started their activity 
during the Second World War. 

Tribalism which remained basi- 
cally unchanged in nature. in most 
cases, took the form of political 
parties. Factionalism has beer 
transformed into powerfull reli- 
gious associations, Racism has de- 
veloped to economic and cultural 
domination, etc. They continued 
to serve the colonialists. 

Therefore the Revolution has 
adopted different measures to era- 
dicate tribalism, exploitation illi- 
teracy and establish new conditions 
allowing to the masses to acquire 
the necessary political conscious 
ness, to organize themselves, tc 
understand the magnitude of theit 
problems and to lay down the ba- 
sic strategy to challenge and liqui- 
date neo-colonialism, By the lat- 
ter we mean the new method by 
which the imperialists have esta- 
blished and perpetuated the explo- 
itation and by which they take the 
advantage of the economic and cul- 
tural «backwardness» of developi- 
ng countries. By «liquidate neo-col- 
onialism» we mean also the consti- 
cation of the factors which consti- 
tute its core. Some of these fac- 
tors are social, others economical: 
and partly concern the production 
and partly the cossumption pat- 
tern. Some of them are internal 
and others are external. 


To face adequately all these pro- 
blems the revolution has mobilized 
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all the national resources both ma- 
terjal and human and restructurec 
the country's administration in such 
a way to accommodate the reality. 
Parallelly considerable number of 
campaigns were organized such as 
the one against tribalism, for en- 
couragement of work, for the ir 
crease of production, against illi- 
tracy etc. During the years 69-75 
several important measures were 
taken such as the nationalisation 
of banks, industries and insurance 
companies in 1970, the nationali- 
sation of the import of vital goods 
and the trade of the cerels in 1971, 
the adoption of the Somali as the 
official language of the country it 
1972, the decentralization of co- 
untry’s administration in 1973, the 
membership in the Arab League 
in 1974, the resettlement of drou- 
ght stricken nomads in the coas- 
tal and agricultural areas in 1975, 
the total nationalization of the im- 
port trade in 1976 and finally the 
foundation of SRSP in July of the 
same year. Since 1969, two deve- 
lopment plans were launched: 
1971-1973 and 1974-1978. The 
first was mainly concerned with 
the restructuring of the economy 
revitalization of many branchs of 
the public sector which by the 
consequences of mismanagement of 
the previous government were ei 
ther closed or about to be closed 
The Second Plan which is actual- 
ly under implementation emphasi- 
ses the establishment of several 
important economic and social pro- 
jects. To mobilize the human re- 
sources of the country and to in- 
crease their political consciousness 
many other programmes were la- 
unched such as Iskaa Wax U Qab- 
so, the Crash Programme, the es- 
tablishment of cooperatives, and 


the political office at the national 
level. 



























































Through Self-help schemes we achieved progress, 


SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM; 
IDEOLOGY FOR 
PROGRESSIVE CHANGE 


The above mentioned measures 
are all in line with the first charter 
as well as with the second charters 
of the revolution which adequates 
the first to the reality of socio-eco- 
nomic transformation of the coun- 
try by proclaiming the adoption of 
«Scientific Socialism» as the ideolo- 
gy of the revolution, They, (the pie- 
asures) reflect the concretizatior 
of the «slogan» which has heen co- 
herently followed since the incep- 
tion of the revolution. All this 
measures were instrumental in 
changing the economy and making 
it less sensative to the influences 
of the world market and in accele- 
rating the internal rate of accumu- 
lation. Whereas the situation that 


=4—= 


prevailed in the period 1960-1969 
was characterized by an external 
economic relation based on exploi- 
tation. Jaalle Siyaad has objecti- 
vely described this situation in 
his speech of 7 May 1970 by say- 
ing. 


«In our country, International 
colonialists and internal forces, ha- 
ve through the decade continued 
to maintain in it an economic 
structure extremely underdevelop- 
ed. The only dynamic sector is the 
foreign trade although it has fur- 
ther contributed to the deteriora- 
tion of our situation due to the 
worsening of the terms of trade. 
This sector is in the hand of fore- 
igners who’s interest can not be 
reconciled with those of the na- 
tion, No foreign company or in- 
dividuals intend to inyest in other 
sectors the profit realized in the 
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trade. They took advantage of the 
foreign investment law to remit 
their respective country the rea. 
lized profits, This law, originally 
made to attract foreign investme- 
nt in the country for cur benefit 
and of course for those of the in- 
vestors, has been transformed in- 
to an efficient instrument of smu- 
ggling». 


The final goal which constitu- 
tes the base for all the subsequent 
economie — political measures 
taken during 7076 is the irreyo- 
cable eliminaticn of foreign depe- 
ndence, This does not mean the 
Pursuance of an autarchic pelicy 
but on the contrary to take ad- 
vantage of the international fa- 
vourable situation in terms of 
aid, and technological transfer, It 
is however necessary to underline 
that our firmly and democratical- 
ly choosen poliey is based cn the 
assumption that the only possibi- 
lity of establishing the hegemony 
of the working people on all the 
political life of the country is to 
gain full control on the means of 
production. 

We can say without committing 
mistakes that the aim of these mea- 
sures is not only to Satisfy the 
exigency of breaking the links of 
dependence of our economy on 
foreign domination but also the 
necessity of avoiding the emer- 
gence of a gap between social 
development and economic deye- 
lopment. 

In all measures so far taken 
by the former SRC the human 
element was given the outmost 
consideration. 

Over 15 measures were taken 
for the betterment of the wor- 
king condition and five for inerea. 
sing the role of workers in the 
state machinery, If we consider 
the rural development campaign 
and others we can surely state 


that the SRC in compliance with 
the first and second charter per- 
formed its duty to transform the 
forgotten nomads of the rural 
areas into active member of the 
society. Today no one has any 
doubt about the level of cons- 
ciousness of the masses and the 
extensive presence of the state in 
all places of the country from the 
big cities to the remote villages. 


THE RESETTLEMENT OF THE 
NOMADIC POPULATION 


In line with our chosen policy 
attempts were made to centrally 
plan the economy and to identify 
the potentiality of the country, 
One of the most difficult prob- 
lems in this respect is constituted 
by the presence of large number 
of nomads among the population. 
Traditionally the Somalis are no- 
mads although we have a cultiv- 
able land of about 8 million he. 
and a coastline of over 3,300km, 
that haye not yet been adegua- 
tely exploited. 

The tremendous drought which 
struck the country has grea- 
tly affected cur development 
Plan, although it costly 
helped us jn moving toward re- 
settling the nomads. Referring to 
above problem in [DEP|SIDAM 
seminar held in Mogadishu on Oc- 
tober 1975 Jaalle Aden Mohamed 
Ali, then Minister of Labour and 
Sports has stated that «the en- 
couraging results of this initiative 
and the experience gained through 
it increase our confidence in the 
success of our future schemes for 
the resettlement of the remaining 
part of the nomadic population». 

We are therefore sure, that th 
problem of the nomads will not 
end with these resettlements and 
that it will continue to have impact 
on our future development efforts. 

The Government has made 


=e 


an extensive study on ways and 
means to elimjnate the basic cons- 
traint on rural development, In 
addition, with the Juba Valley 
development scheme the govera. 
ment is launching a unique and 
gigantic programme. This provi- 
des the control and the regulation 
of the flow through a large dam 
north of Bardheere. It further 
provides the construction of irri- 
gation system connected with 
this dam and the consequent 
development of 230 thousands ha. 
of irrigated land, The programms 
includes also the transformation 
and supporting industries, the in- 
frastructures, the collaterial civil 
works, the urbanistic and other 
structures. The project is one of 
the biggest projects in Africa, cur- 
rently under study or in the phase 
of implementation. It aims at 
the achievement of self-sufficiency 
in foodstuffs. It is also the first 
time that a developing country with 
limited resources faces, by means 
of the rale of a centrally planned 
economy, a huge and integrated 
development plan, 
Similar steps 
to develop the fishers 
tock sectors. 


BUREAUCRATIC ADMINISTRA- 


have been taken 
and lives- 


TION AN INSTRUMENT OF 
STAGNATION. 
We will not attempt to jtemi- 


ze all the achievements of the Re- 
volution but will merely delineate 
the major socio-economic ang po- 
litical achievements. Without po- 
pular participation in the develop- 
mental activities one could hardly 
talk about revolutionary or serious 
changes in the socio-economic 
structures of a Third World Coun- 
try. Aware of this truism the 
Somalj Revolution embarked upon 
the ensuring of mass participation, 
The administrative system could 
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either be an instrument of change, 
when it is embedded in mass par- 
ticipation or an instrument of op- 
pression and stagnation when the 
administrative apparatus is part of 
the super-siructure of an exploita- 
tive society. 


Before the Revolution the ad- 
ministrative structure was the tool 
of the neocolonial society. It was 
not structured for mass participa- 
tion: the nomads, subsistence far- 
mers and fishing 
were hardly involved. It was not 
meant to produce socjal surplus 
but the little it produced was poc- 
keted by the corrupt bosses, The 
Revolutionary Government made 
it one of its main priorities to 
restructure and redirect the acmini- 
trative machinery in order to en- 
sure the twin purposes of mass 
participation and socioeconomic 
and political changes. A true re- 
flection of this is the number of 
districts and regions before and 
after the Revolution: 


communities 


1969 1977 
Regions 8 16 
Districts 48 83 


The marked quantitative in- 
crease of districts and reegions is a 
testimony to the revolutionary qu- 
est for mass participation. Be- 
yond the district are the thousands 
of villages which are necessary 
constituent parts of mass partici- 
pation and the philosophy of de- 
mocratio centraljsm. 

This restructuring and redirec- 
ting of the administrative machi- 
nery is essential for basic changes 
in the social domain. A society 
whose citizens are mostly illitera- 
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Mass Education is facilitated by the 
schools. 


te is bound not to harness scien- 
ce and technology and therefore is 
bound to languish in poverty. The 
Revolutionary Government laid 
down the necessary policies and 
programmes to eliminate illiteracy 
in the Republic. Prior to the illi- 
teracy Campaign a script was cho- 
sen for the Somali language. This 
facjlitated the Revolutionary deter- 
mination to reach the nomad and 
to make him literate. The illitera- 
cy campaign necessitated the clos 
ing of secondary schools and the 
upper classes of the intermediate 
schools for one academic year. Co- 
upled with the illiteracy campaign 
was the Health campaign for both 
the people and the livestock. A siz- 
nificant achievement of these cam- 
paigns was the meeting and blend- 
ing of urban-rural Somali life. Sur 
ely the benefits were not only one 
way. 


MASS EDUCATION GEARED 
TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT 
AND SELF-RELIANCE 

The Somali script also facilitat- 














construction of compulsory 


ed the expansion of the education- 
al system. A foreign language as 
the medium of instruction sets an 
unnecessary limit. The table below 
indicates the breaking of this bar- 
rier: 








Yrs. No. of Class No.of St, 
1970 1713 54.472 

1971 1998 67,999. 

1972 2304 34,567 

1973 2860 107,493 

1974 

1975 5377 126.563 

1976 5994 242,588 

1977 
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New rele of the Somali Workers. 


The increase of the total stu- 
dent population from 57,472 to 
almost quarter of a million with- 
in five years is a dramatic one. The 
budgetary allocations reflect this 
and the country will reap the be- 


nefits the years to come. 


Adult education has also expan- 
ded significantly. All districts have 
the requisite facilities for adult edu- 














































































































































































































































































































cation. Further cultural develop- 
ment is a stated policy of the Re- 
volutionary Government. The ma- 
ss media has been Very prolifie in 
the production of cultural items. 


Films in Somali are becoming stan- 
dard features: over 100 films ha- 
ve been made in the last few years 
to inform the masses on what is 
going on in the country and the 
world. 


= 


A SOCIETY OF HEAETH 
CITIZENS 


A healthy population is a pre- 
requisite for socio-economic deve 
lopment. Jaalle Siyad has repeat: 
edly reminded us that one of the 
main goals of the Revolution is to 
fight against disease. The elimina- 
tion of diseases such as small-pox, 
malaria and T.B. are in the fore- 
front of this campaign. Admitted- 
ly this will take sometime because 
we cannot marshall all of the ne- 
cessary resources but what has 
been achieved in the last few yea- 
ts portrays our determination. The 
number of doctors and hospital 
beds have increased modestly: 


XY, Drs. Hospitalbeds 
1979 145 4,482 
1977 287 5,706. 


Efforts to restructure the na- 
tional economy have met factors 
which are beyond our control: the 
long drought 1973-1976 and the 
effects of the economic crises in 
the capitalist countries have had 
serious impact on our Reyolution- 
ary plans and programmes. The 
drought killed more than fifty 
percent of our livestock and had 
debilitating effect on modern (ban- 
ana, sugar, and grains) and subsis- 
tence agriculture. Despite this the 
sound base which has been laid 
down for the economy had the 
desired effect. The nationalization 
of «commanding heights» of tke 
economy and the price stablization 
established for commodities have 
not only saved the Somali masses 
from the hazards of the existing 
economic crisis in the capitalist 
countries but has given us a sense 
of Revolutionary purpose. 

The two short-term plans (1971- 
73, 1974-78) which have been 
drawn have charted out our prio- 
tities and programmes. Self-suf- 
ficiency in focd is a prominent 
feature of our economic policy. 
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No doubt the necessary resources 
are available in the country. it is 
a question of implementing the 
policies and the programmes so as 
to feed our people by 1980 with- 
out importing. 


In order to minimize our susce- 
ptibility to the economic crises of 
the capitalist countries the Revolu- 
tionary Government has embarked 
on planning our foreign economic 
relations. The direction of trade 
of the country is to reflect the over- 
all economic policy of the Revolu 
ionary Government. We can say 
with confidence that it has been 
done. The direction of our trade 
is no longer left to an «invisible 
hand» but is part of the stated ec- 
onomic policy. 


Adhering to Non-Alignment 


The direction of trade manifests 
otr foreign relations. Our foreign 
relations is guided by positive non- 
alignment, cordial relation with 


the progressive forces, sister Arab 
and African States, and the Third 
World in general is a cornerstone 
of our foreign policy, Another eq- 
ually important cornerstone of our 
foreign relations is the full support 
for the Liberation Movements. Our 
relentless war against imperialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism have 
put us squarely in the progressive 
camp. This has been a general 
policy line of the Revolutionary 
Government. Our full support for 
the Liberation Movements in what 
was called Ethiopia whether they 
are the ones in Eriterea or the Wes- 
tern Somali Liberation Front is 
our Revolutionary Obligation. The 
breaking down of the Ethiopian 
Empire is not the work of the So- 
mali Democratic Rpublic the Lib- 
eration Movements are more than 
adequate for that. The accusation 
of the Ethiopian Junta that Soma- 
lia is directly involved in the mili- 
tary campaign is unfounded. Men- 
gistu is practising the policy which, 
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has been perfected by Haile Selas- 
sie: external domestic problems 
when they get very serious. 


The Somali people do not wish 
the Ethiopian people any harm but 
the WSLF is fighting for its legiti- 
mate rights: — self-determination. 
We are aware that a lot of crimes 
are being committed in the name 
of maintaining the anachronistic 
empire. Mengistu and his clique 
cannot mislead world public opin- 
ion and victory will be attained by 
the Liberation Movements, 

During these eight years every- 
thing did not work as planned, 
shortfalls were experienced in ma- 
ny fields. The main reasons of this 
shortfalls can be identified in the 
lack of commitment, lack of ex- 
perience or understandable oppor- 
tunism, The SRSP is well aware 
of all these difficulties and proble- 
ms and of course it is able to find 
appropriate solutions for all of 
them. 








The role and future resbonsibilty 


Sixty years have elapsed since 
the birth of the Great October Re- 
volution in the Soveit Union led 
by V.I. Lenin, The period is 
relatively short but tremendous 
political changes. affecting the 
whole world have occurred. Ma- 
ny developing countries got libera- 
ted from colonial oppression and 
are in a continuous struggle again- 
st imperialism. Not only that but 
the working masses of Europe and 
America have achieved importani 
victories. 


This host of successes in poli- 
tical, economic. scientific and tec- 
hnological development have been 
realized through the hardwork and 
continous struggle which progres- 
sive forces have demonstrated in 
the light of the objective realities 
of this century marked by the 
transition from capitalist system 
to socialism; which has speeded 
up the destruction of world capi- 
talism and the emergence of the 
superiority of scientific socialism 
basically guided by the birth of 
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of the Somali Youth 


By: ABDULAZIZ BUDAH 


the movements and the working 
class in capitalist countries. 


The progressive youth of the 
world who have grown up with 
proletarian parties and world li 
beration movements, have played 
a major role in the attainment of 
these long-lasting developmental 
results through international co- 
Operation and the scientific gui- 
dances of the world proletariat. 


The emergence of the socialist 
and progressive forces such. as li- 
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The participation of students in the literary campaing, 


beration movements have marked 
the period after the second World 
war the role of youth in political. 
economic and social developmest 
and since then became ever more 
vital and vigorous at both na- 
tional and international levels. 


The struggle of progressive you- 
th all over the world for the reali- 
zation of peace, democracy and 
socialism has been very significant 
although, they have been obstruc- 
ted by the contradictions of the 
socio-economic formation of ex- 
ploitation, even though 50% of 
every society is composed of you- 
th. 


Youth have a natural tendency 
to acquire and absorb new scienti- 
fic thought inevitable for the deve- 
lopment of the society and the in- 
dividual. They constitute the most 
active force in society which has 
the capacity to create new things 
and are, in any way, the most am- 
bitious segment of the society. 
‘They are therefore in the van- 
guard in the war against the ene- 
mies of mankind, imperialism; eo- 


lonialism and neo-colonialism and 
in the simultaneous struggle for 
the development of the living con- 
ditions and politics of every coun- 
try in the world. 


All socialist parties and democ- 
ratic forces consider youth as a ba- 
sic unit and an indispensable hea- 
rt in the success over the historica! 
contradiction of society, We have 
to underline that thousands or 
even millions of youth are directly 
affected by the struggle for the el? 
mination of all kinds of oppression 
and exploitation of man by man 
even though there are many unlib- 
erated countries suffering under 
fascist and racist regimes in Afri- 
ca, Latin America and Asia whose 
peoples are still exploited. Yet 
the struggle against these enemies 
is gaining momentum with every 
day that passes and successful ach- 
ievements are bejng realized and 
unions of progressive youth and 
students at national and interna- 
tional levels are busy, along wits 
the cooperation of democratic 
peace and progress loving forces 
im the united action of all youth 


ie 


everywhere in one front for their 
absolute support of liberation for- 
ces in Africa and others suffering 
under the yoke of fascists and zio- 
nists such as those in Southern Af- 
rica, Palestine, Chile and many 
others, 


During the last 30 years, the 
struggle of democratie youth and 
students have gained international 
significance. The cooperation 
and the armed struggle of youth, 
in the development of society and 
in the international efforts for the 
destruction of such systems as co- 
lonialism and neo-colonialism, bas 
strengthened, The youth struggle 
has also bzen directed towards the 
liberation of colonized peoples and 
they have also participated in the 
call for peaceful solutions for eve- 
ry problem, in the limitation of 
arms and its final destruction whi- 
ch is based upon cooperation het- 
ween countries of the world and 
respect for human rights and mu- 
tual use of science and technology 
for the elimination 
hunger and disease and in general 
the development of human socie- 
ties. 


of ignorance, 


The world youth are engaged in 
all the struggles for the realization 
of these objectives and this can be 
examplified in the lith Festival 
of World Youth and Students whi- 
ch will be held in Havana, Cuba 
next year, 1578. This will be an 
illustration of the role of the inter- 
national struggle for the develop- 
ment of human society whose mo- 
tto is: «For anti-imperialism-so- 
lidarity, peace and friendship», 


THE NATIONALIST STRUG- 
GLES OF THE SOMALI YOUTH 


The Somali Youth have ear- 
ned a golden page in our history 
due to their active role in the 
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struggles against colonialism, neo- 
colonialism as well as economic, 
cultural and social backwardness. 


Recently the 34th Anniversary 
of the foundation of the nationalist 
party, the Somali Youth League 
(SYL) was observed throughout 
the country. Main ebjective of the 
Party was the liberation of the 
motherland and the task of unif- 
ying the five Parts the Somali ter- 
vitory was divided into by the co- 
lonialists, 





In view of the circumstance pre- 
valent in the country, the Party 
was faced with major challenges 
of dislodging colonial occupations 
through the moblization 
of the Somali masses partitioned 
by imperialist powers. Thanks 
to the 15 Founders of the SYL. 
The masses had been successfully 
crganized within a short period 
of time to counter the colonial 
force. 


The ideas presented before the 
masses by the Party not only won 
the approval of the broad masses 
but have effectively inspired and 
triggered their nationalist senti- 
ments. Within a short time the 
moyement for national indepen- 
dence was founded in all parts 
of the territory which was under 
the domination of different co- 
lonial powers. However abun- 
dant the resources and arms of 
the colonial forces, the Somali 
Youth, with soul and heart deter- 
mined to follow the examples of 
the former nationalist moyements 
led by Ahmed ‘Gurrey and Sayid 
Mohamed Abdulle Hassan, had 
proyed in black and white the 
vulnerability of colonialism in the 
face of liberation movements, 


The first phase of the Somali 
people’s long struggle for national 





University students in actions in the resettlement of the drought-stri- 


ken people. 


liberation was interrupted on Ist 
July 1960 when the British So- 
maliland and the Italian Somali- 
lend — achieved independence to 
form the Somali Democratie Repu- 
blic. 


The new Republic was faced 
with undertaking economic, so- 
cial and cultural development 
tasks coupled with the liberation 
of the territories still under co- 
lonial domination. The political 
party and the men at its top eche- 
lons, had however contributed on- 
ly to demolish the aspirations of 
the people thereby dampening 
their nationalist spirits and vigour. 
No efforts have been  excerted 
with regards to realizing the aspi- 
rations of the people. 

The product was a fertile gro- 
und for neo-colonialism. The new 
regime which came into power 
merely became a puppet of neo- 
colonialism, It is very important 
to note that the nine years which 
followed independence were 
characterized by frustration of the 
youth and the people in general 
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cational opportunities, 


with regards to their aspirations 
for better employment and edu- 
economic 
backwardness, administrative mis- 
management and disregard for 
improving the lot of the people. 
Worse still, constant hearsment 
and intimidations were subjected 
to the forces which have contri- 
buted our labour for the attain- 
ment of independence. 


The existence of the above 
hostile conditions and  obstruc- 
tion haye not, however. deprived 
the youth from contributing to the 
transformation of the social sys- 
tem based on exploitation and 
the manipulation of its leadership 
by neo-colonialism and interna- 
tional imperialism. This mani- 
fested itself demonstrations staged 
by the youth and the people a- 
gainst the reactionary regimes and 
for a better social system that 
would usher a better iife for the 
people. Examples could be cited 
as those staged in 1962, 1963, 
1965, 1967 and 1969, Such and 
other matters contributed to the 
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politicization of the masses, mani- 
fested the need of the people for 
a society based on justice and 
equality. In short a situation 
with all the ingredients of a rē- 
volution was the final product. 
THE SOMALI YOUTH AND 
INTERNAT/ONAL SOLIDARI- 
TY 


Apert from its active local ac- 
tivities. the Somali Revolutionary 
Youth Union maintains relations 
with international progressive or- 
ganisations and youth organisa- 
tions of the sociaiist countries, 
Binded together by the commoa 


struggles against colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and international 
imperialism and for freedom. 


peace, democracy and socialism. 
The relations between the SRYU 
and these organisations gains 
momentum day after day. The 
SRYU is an active member of the 
World Federation of Democratic 
Youth «WFDY», International 
Union of Students, «IUS», Afri- 
can Youth Movement «PAYM» 
All - African Students Union as 
well as the Arab Union of Youth 
and Students. Thus, the SRYU 
have participated in Festivals, 
Conferences and Seminars throu- 
gh which the role of youth in the 
struggle for social development 
were discussed. The devotion of 
the SRYU towards the eradication 
of colonialism neo-colenialism and 
for the freedom and independence 
of all peoples is evidenced by the 
Union’s full participation in the 
lith Festival of the International 
Students and Youth held in Ber- 
lin, Regional Festivals held in 
Tunis, Libya and Trag, and the 
Seminars held in Mogadishu a- 
mong which was the seminar on 
the «Revival and Development 
of National Culture», held here 
between the 14th —- 16th Ja- 
nusry 1977 under the sponsorship 


of ILIS, AASU and the SRYU. 
The progress made by the 
SRYU in foreign relations and 
its contribution to the political, 
economic and cultural develop- 
ment of the country is a product 
of the consistent struggle of the 
revolution towards the creation 
of a new socialist society, 
THE PRESENT RESPONSABILI- 
TIES OF THE YOUTH, 


The Somali Revolutionary 
Youth Union is a component of 
the gains of the Revolution. It 
is tirelessly committed to imple- 
ment the Party programme and 
resolutions, government plans 
and to realize the aspirations of 
the Somali people in general. 

After the historic congress for 
the foundation of the SRYU, the 
immediate tasks facing the union 
were the promotion and impro- 
vement of its organisation and 
fulfilment of its programme. In 
view of its commitment to in- 
culcate its members with love for 
work, desire for education and 
the need for the rapid develop. 


ment of the country, the union 
has rightly adopted as its motto 
«Education, production and defen- 
ce». The SRYU has the pleasures 
to participate in the 8th Anniver- 
sary of the birth of the 21 October 
Revelution wih the Somali 
people. 

The Eight Anniversary of the 
21st October Revolution shoulde- 
red the youth to overcome the 
difficult tasks engendered by the 
Political crises prevailing in the 
Horn. At the same time to fulfill 
the objectives of the Somali Revo- 
lutionary Socialist Party concer- 
ning the defence of the fruits of 
the Revolution, national indepen- 
dence and realisation of the unity 
of the Somali people for social 
pregress, peace and socialism, 

On this occasion the Somali 
youth promises to raise the pro- 
duction and deeply involve itself 
in the process of nation building 
on the road of scientific socialism. 
The Somali Youth believe thet the 
result of its work will be the cor- 
ner stone of the future. 





COLONIALISM AND RESISTANCE: 
HISTORICAL NOTE ON WESTERN 


SOMALIA 


The Somali people have lived 
throughout their recorded history 
in the Horn of Africa, a territory 
situated in North East Africa, bou- 
nded on the North by the Red Sea 
and the Gulf of Aden, on the East 
by the Indian ocean, on. the Wes! 
by the Somali plateau bordering 
on the Ethiopian highlands and op 
the South and South-West by Ken- 
ya. For centuries this territory had 
an identity and was known as the 
«Land of the Somalis» from one 
corner to the other. 


EN E 


By: HUSSEN M. ADAN 


Possessing the crucial attributes 
of a nation, Somalis have a cem- 
mon language, are associated with 
a certain territory, have a similar 
economy, culture, history and tra- 
ditions. Before colonization ani 
Partition in the second half of the 
last century, the Somali people for- 
med a well-defined autonomous 
community with a distinctive way 
of life, language, and culture. Tz 
a large extent, the Somali people 
depend cn the pastoral way of life 
for thier livelihood. Somalis pos- 
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ses a rich national literature trans- 
mitted orally (prior to the writting 
of the Somali language in 1972) 
This literature docs not display sig- 
nificant regional characteristics on 
account of the great homogeneity 
in the Somali way of life. The 
common practice of Islam is ano- 
ther bond unifying the Somali peo- 
ple. 


Late in the 19th century, force- 
ful partition by Britain, 
Italy and Ethiopia led to the dis- 
memberment of a single people 
amongst a number of haphazardly 
assembled colonies, 
this bitter experience of colonial 
partition and domination quicken- 
ed and strengthened historical 39- 
mali national consciousness and id- 
entity, give Somali nationalism a 
decidedly, political rather than a 
purely cultural orientation. 


France 


Nevertheless, 


The epoch of imperialism wit- 
nesses the global competition fox 
colonies. The scramble for the Ho- 
rn of Africa found Britain, France 
Italy and temporarily at least, Ger 
many as the significant actors in 
the process of carving up territor- 
ies. Indigenous development saw 
the growth of a feudal Abyssinian 
Kingdom incorporating a host of 
different peoples in its expansioni- 
st trend. In the Sixtzenth century, 
this «Christian Kingdom» met de- 
feat in the hands of Somali here 
Ahmed Gurey. The patriotic warr 
of Ahmed Gurey form part of tie 
historical traditions embedded with 
in Somali national consciousness. 
Even at that early period, Abyssi- 
nian rulers appealed to foreigners, 
Portuguese colonialists, to interve- 
ne in the conflict; the defeat of 
Ahmed Gurey was the result of 
this plan to «Intermationalise» a 
regional conflict. 


This pattern of conquest and ex- 
pansionism reached its climax ir 
the nineteenth century with the 
daring campaigns of Emperor Me- 
nelik. Menelik’s imperialistic ad- 
ventures coincided with the Euro- 
pean rivalries for partitioning the 
Horn of Africa. Italian coloniali- 
sts formed an alliance with Mene- 
lik and instigated him to despatch 
a circular letter to the heads of 
European states in 1891, The fol- 
lowing excerpt from it shows clea- 
rly that Abyssinia, later renamed 
the Ethiopian Empire, was deter- 
mined to effectively participate in 
the scramble for African as black 
colonialists: «While tracing today 
the actual boundaries of my Empi- 
re, I shall endeavour if god give: 
me life and strength, to re-estab- 
lish, the ancient frontiers of Ethio- 
pia upto Khartoum, and as far a 
lake Nyanza with all the Gallas. 
Ethiopia bas been for fourteen ce- 
nturies a Christian Island in a sea 
of pagans. If powers at a distan- 
ce come forward to partition Afri- 
ca between them, I do not inter? 
to be an indifferent spectator». 


Italo-Abyssinia cooperation led 
to conquest of Harar on 8tk. Jan- 
uary, 1887. Italy provided 1,500 
trained men and some Italian of- 
ficers to beaf up Menelik’s army. 
The pretext for the conquest of 
Harar was to revenge the killing of 
an. Italian expendition led by Cou- 
nt Poro, Thus for the first time 
Abyssionian managed to bring part 
of Somali territory under her do- 
maine. 


THE QUESTION OF ARMS 


Abyssinian aggrendizement fit- 
ted European imperialist designed 
and competition in the area, Accor- 
dingly, the Kingdom of Abyssinian 
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was provided with huge quantitier 
of arms, Menelik wrote to hi 
masters frequently appealing fo 
arms in order to «subject savage 
heathen people.» The availability 
of excessive arms permitted Mene- 
lik of Shoa to embark on an ex- 
pansionist policy leading to the 
creation of an Ethiopian Empire. 
European Government and pri- 
vate dealers brought into Abyssin- 
nia huge amounts of rifles, carbins 
revolvers, cannons, swords, anmu- 
nitions ete. 


On September 16,1890, Abys- 
sinia acceded to the Brussele Gene- 
ral act which, among other things 
provided for the prevention of fi- 
re-arms falling into the hands o 
Africans, Though her accession t: 
this act, however, Abyssin- 
ia was entitled to 
the unrestricted importation an? 
possession of Fire-arms, Abyssinie 
gained this exceptional privilege’ 
through the good-will of Britain 
France and other European pow- 
ers and by sponsorship and specia' 
recommendation of Italy. 


The possession of arms gave £ 
tocl of European imperialism ir 
the Horn, Accordingly, she was 
able to negotiate various treaties 
with the European powers all of 
which sacrificed the fundamental 
rights of the various peoples in the 
area. The Franco-Ethiopian trea- 
ty of 1897 implied the transfer of 
large areas of Somali territory te 
the Ethiopian Empire. The Ango 
lo-Ethiopian secret treaty of 1897 
underlined Britain’s secret promi- 
se to cede large parts of Somali 
territory under her protection t 
Ethiopia. Ethiopian rulers were 
also able to negotiate various trea- 
ties with Italy favourable to their 
colonialist interests. 
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These same European powers 
had concluded treaties of protec- 
tion with Somali elders as part of 
their imperial strategy. Somalis un- 
dertook such agreements mostly ir 
order to preserve the territorial in- 
tegrity of their lands in the face 
of the real threat of territorial ag- 
vrandizement of Emperor Menelik 
II of Abyssinia who had acquired 
exeessive arms from European po- 
wers, especially France and Italy. 
The treaties concluded with Soma- 
li elders between 1984-89 specifi- 
cally rule out the transfer of So- 
mali territory to Abbysinia as wa: 
undertaken during the course of 
time. 


The European powers did no 
honour their obligation to protect 
Somali communities from Abyssin- 
ian armed raids. Somali elders ap- 
pealled to them for access to arme 
in order that they may be able t 
protect themselves. The Somali and 
other African peoples of the Horn 
were categorically denied any ac- 
cess to arms for-self-defence. What 
is worse, European colonial power 
carried out numerous raids aimed 
at capturing all weapons previous, 
ly obtained under diffeeult condi 
tions. 


The disarming of the Somali 
an other peoples of the Horn left 
them at the mercy of Menelik’s 
imperial ambitions, The defeat of 
an Italian force at Adowa in 1994 
consolidated Abyssinian’s role as 
a subimperialist agent. This vic- 
tory permits Abyssinia to negotiate 
favourable treaties in 1897 witk 
Britain; France and Italy as noted 
above 


EARLY REVOLTS AND RESIS- 
TANCE: 


The dismemberment and ‘ colo- 
nisation of the Somali and other 


peoples of the Horn brought about 
numerous revolts culminating in a 
serious, prolonged resistance move- 
ment on the part of the colonized. 
Menelik’s troops, with the aid 
Italian forces, conquered Harar 
in 1887 as mentioned above, pric 
to that, his troops had raided th: 
territory of Arusi in 1882, Th 
people of Arusi fought hard to pro- 
serve their independence. Their 
revolts came, to he coordinated b 
Sheikh Nur Hussein who proclai- 
med a Jihad, Similar phenonmen- 
on took place following the congu- 
est of Harar and of Bale and © 
dame sultanates from. 1891 on war- 
ds. 


At first the revolis tended toh 
spontaneous and uncoordinated 
Later on, they came to assume th 
nature of a sustained anti-colonial 
resistance movement albeit under 
the cover of a religious revolts or 


jihad, 


The most famous and most widi 

vead resistance movement of this 
type was the one led by Sayid Mo. 
hamed Abdulle Hassas. The Sayi! 
tried hard to unite all Somalis js 
a war against Abyssinian Britis: 
and Italian colonialists. Proclaim- 
ing open war against the Britis! 
war against the British in 1899 
the Sayid conducted guerrilla war 
fare over a large part of Somali 
territories without help from any 
outside power, the Sayid succeeded 
in foiling all atternprs to defezi 
and capture him. Five major Bri 
tish military campaigns and four 
Abyssinian campaigns failed to des- 
tory this anti-colonial resistance 
movement, 





Resentment against colonial in- 
trusions were so widespread among 
the people at large and that is 
why the Sayid could wage succes- 


atig 


sful warfare for an unpreceaented 
period (21 years) fully depending 
on the resources of his peoples and 
territory, 


in 1920, an unprecedented ater 
in modern warfare is undertake: 
‘or the first time on African soil; 
the Royal Air Force is brought ti 
carry out aerial bombardments o 
the Sayid’s fort and forces at ‘Tx 
leh. The Sayid and his remaining 
troops retire into Abyssianian oz- 
cupied Western Somalia where hy 
died of old age in 1921, 


Sayid Mohamed’s resistance mo 
vement left powerful memories c’ 
anti-colonial struggles in the How 
of Africa. His classical poems ha- 
ve been recited for generation ai 
have provided a fertile source c 
Patriotic inspiration, His militar: 
and political campaigns and tactic: 
constitute a veritable treasure hou- 
se of experience. For example cv- 
en during that carly period, th 
need was felt to coordinate the So- 
mali anti-colonial struggles with 
similar struggles on the part of 
other peoples of the Horn. Accor- 
dingly, the Sayid sent emmisaries 
to various areas in order to link 
up the various movements. A mas 
named Sheikh Mohamed Yusut 
was sent to Bale by the Sayid in 
order to assist in the struggles of 
the people of Bale. Later on, he 
sent about 20 riflemen to the pes- 
ple of Bale. 


It is pertinent to recall here tha‘ 
struggles against Abyssinian expan- 
sionism go back much further than 
the late nin-teenth century, 


From the tenth century onwards, 
various kings of Abyssinian triec 
to extend their rule to the coasta’ 
areas. Thus in 1315, Sazdadi- 
Ahmed led Somali soldiers in 2 
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successful operation against a ma- 
jor Abyssinian raid. Saadadin Ah- 
med is reputed to have established 
the city of Harar in 1318. He war 
killed during an Abyssinian vail 
on the port of Zeila but bis brota- 
er Sabrudin tock over and pushed 
the Abyssinian invaccrs 
their highland enclaves, Sabr 
is connected with the establishme- 
nt of the Muslim sultanates of Ba- 
le and Sidamo. Ahmed Gurrey led 
the most successful military expe- 
ditions against Abyssinian coasts” 
orientea expanionism during th 
period of 1521 until his death it 
1543, Upon his death, Amir Nu: 
Mohamed came to power and he 
and others after him, continued to 
wage wars against Abyssinian atte- 
mpts at conquest of Somali an? 
other peoples of the Horn, Wher 
Menelik conquered Harar in 1887 

ith the hel: for the Italian troops 
he defeated Emir Abdullah Moha- 
shakur, a decedant of Ahmed Gu 
rey and the others. 

It is important to recall this his- 
tory in order to gain a better per- 
spective on the various forces of 
eational liberation waging battles 
in the Horn of Africa.It is also per- 
tinent to recall here that durng 
these early battles of the past up 
to the present, it was Abyssinian 
(then and now) that sought te in 
ternationalise the regional conflict 
of the Horn of Africa, In waging 
wars against Ahmed Gurey and 
others, the Ahyssinian rulers soug- 
ht the aid of Portuguese who were 
at the height of their power in the 
Ped fisa. Abyssinia appeal for 
foreign intervention utilized «Chri 
stainity» as a convenient expend- 
iency. Nevertheless, it was the 
rise of imperialism and the seram- 
ble for Africa in the late nineteen- 
th that a great opportunity arose 
for Abyssinian expansionism as e 
sub-imperialist power in wollabora- 





t 
ya 





tion with European colonialism. 
Merelik IT cleverly utilized the op- 
portunities provided under the um- 
brella of European colonialism t 
extend his Kingdom to what i 
io he galled the Ethiopian Empire. 


THE NATURE OF ETHIOPIAN 
COLONIALISM. 





The Ethiopian Empire had beer 
created artificially byMcnelik H a 
a collaborator of European colo- 
nialism. When Menelik became 
paralysed in 1907, he nominateé 
Liji Iyasu as his successor. Tyas- 
su tended to sympathies with the 
Muslim. populations recently con- 
quered by Menelik, Liji Iyassu fin- 
nally adopted Islam and began 1 
establish contacts with Sayid Mo- 
hamed Abdulle Hassan, Europear 
powers saw in him the makings of 
yet another anti-colonial Mahdi. 
Abyssinian ruling ci 
by their European m 
to plot against Liji } 
deposed while visiting Harar ani 
Jigjiga in last minute efforts to rai- 
se a Muslim army for another Jih 
ad. On 27th September 1917, 
therefore, Menelik’s daughter Zaw- 
ditu was declared empress, with 
Ras Tafari (the future Haile Sel- 
lassie) as regent and their to the 
throne. 

European powers had helped Ab- 
yssinian rulers carve up an empir? 
through the provision of arms and 
the secession of territories througa 
treaties, Jn anticipation of future 
prablems within the Ethiopian Em- 
pire, they aad also signed treaties 
intended to guarantee for the sur- 
vival of this artificially pateaed up 
Empire. A case in point of such 
an imperialist alliance is the 190t 
between Abyssinia on one hand 
and Britain, France and Italy on the 
other. The agreement pledge? 
these European powers to: «Main- 
tain intact the territorial integrity 
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hiopia, to preyide for every ki- 
nd of disturbance in the political 
consiaerations of the Ethiopia: 
Empire. In the period following 
World war 11, the US joined Bri- 
tain and France among the pow- 
ers preserving the territorial integ- 
rity of the Ethiopian Empire, 

At present, the new rulers in 
Addis-Ababa are counting on cer- 
tain socialist state to provide 
them the arm and the political 
support necessary to guarantee the 
ill-gotten territories constituting 
Ethiopian Empire-State. 


Ethiopia hardly had a chance 
to establish itself in the territories 
illegally acquired, Western Soma- 
malia in particular. Between 1935 
and 1941 Italy conquered the Eth- 
iopian Empire and administers the 
various Somali territories as pari 
of a single region by 1941, Britain 
defeated Italy and between 1341-48 
the whole of the Somali nation 
except the Somali part under Fre 
nch rule was under one British ad- 
ministration. 

The British helped restore Haile 
Sellassie to the Ethiopian throne 
and hand over to him most of 
Western Somalia in 1948, The 
rest, the Haud and Reserved areas 
was handed over in 1954. Accor- 
dingly. for most of the inhabitants 
of these areas. Ethiopian rule is 
both recent and temporary. 


Western Powers helped create 
Ethiopia as a sub-imperialist po- 
wer through. modernizing its mili- 
tary institutions. The task of pro- 
viding Ethiopia with modern wea- 
pons is predominantly, assumed by 
the US after and during 1950's 19- 
60’s and up to the overthrow of 
Haile Sellassie in 1974. 

In general, Ethiopian colonial 
rule remained extermely harsh ‘and 
primitive for many years, it func- 
tioned in the form of a «tribute 
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system» collected through punitive 
raids, Military colonies were tran- 
splanted in key positions in the oz- 
cupied territories. In fertile agri- 
cultural zones, attempts were ma- 
de to transplant Amhara speaking 
settlers. 


During the late fifties, Haile Se- 
lassie promised to build schools 
etc in the occupied territories. As 
an arch imperialist, he saw such 
schools as a transmission belt for 
the culture of the colonizer. In a 
speech at Gabredahare on August 
25th 1956. he stated his desire to 
establish schools which «will not 
only impart education, but also 
will foster understanding and co- 
operation among the military, the 
police and the Civilian population 
(however) ....lack of knowledge of 
the national language (Amharic) 
will be a barrier for the eauca- 
tion we have in mind for you 
Pe » Not with standing such pro- 
mises, Ethiopian colonialism har- 
dly made an effort to establish the 
minimum, of basic services in the 
fields of education health, water 
supplies etc. 


Through clever diplomacy as a 
sub-imperialist agent, Haile Sellas- 
sie managed to extend the Ethio- 
pian Empire over Eritrea in 1952. 
Western powers, led by the US 
were instrumental in giving him 
Eritrea under a feeble UN spon- 
sored federal constitution. Erit- 
rea like the Southern part of So- 
malia, had been an Italian colony. 
Prior to that, it had never been a 
part of Ethiopian. In 1962, Haile 
Sellasie unilaterally abrogated the 
UN sponsored federal constitution 
and annexed Eritrea as a province 
within the Ethiopian Empire. 


FROM RESISTENCE TO NA- 
TIONAL LIBERATION 

The kistory of the Ethiopian 
Empire, like all human history, is 


Gialectical. On one hand we have 
the history of the oppressors anc 
his expansionist policies and prac- 
tices, on the other hand. the his- 
tory of the colonized Victims, their 
struggles against colonization and 
oppression. 


We have already recounted the 
early resistance struggles at the 
time of partition and colonization. 
Such early resistance efforts help- 
ed to provide a background for 
the efforts that came later. 

During the 1930’s separated re- 
volts contintued for example, the 
Anglo-Abyssinian boundary com- 
mission, was attacked and its of- 
ficers killed as it attempted to de- 
marcate the so-called boundary on 
the ground between 1931-34. The 
Italian invasion. of Ethiopia hel- 
ped to crystallise a sustained resis- 
tence movement in Western So- 
malia. 

By the 1940’s the various re- 
volts and resistance movements 
began to crystallise into a nation- 
al liberation movement organized 


around modern nationalist 
political parties. The Somali 
youth club was born in Mogadi- 


shu on May 15th 1943. The SYC 
later developed into the Somali 
Youth League by 1947. Branches of 
these nationalist organizations we- 
re opened up in all Somali terri- 
tories, including Western Somalia 

In 1948, the British not only re- 
stored Haile Sellassie to the thro- 
ne, but they also helped him in 
military, suppressing the national 
aspirations of the colonized peo- 
ples. The revolt in Jigjiga. for 
example, cost at least Twenty-five 
Somali lives. The incident occur- 
red as a result of an Ethiopian at- 
tempt to pull down the flag of the 
SYL. 

During the period of British mi- 
litary administration, the people 
of these areas utilized all peaceful 
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political means to express their 
antipathy toward Ethiopian colo- 
vial rule, In 1947, for example 
the representatives of all the peo- 
ple in Western Somalia presented 
the British authorities with a peti- 
tion against the surrender of their 
country to Ethiopia, requesting 
that their protests should be con- 
veyed to the general Assembly of 
the United Nations. A similar peti- 
ticn was submitted before the UN 
four powers commission of inves- 
tigation in Mogadishu on January 
22nd 1948. Similar wishes were 
expressed at the all-Somali confer- 
ence that was held in Mogadishu 
on February 1st 1948. 


The Haile Sellassie regime spa- 
red no efforts in suppressing all 
forms of peaceful political activi- 
ties. It undertook brutal metho- 
ds in order to destroy the nationa- 
list aspirations of the people of 
Western Somalia and Eritrea 
throughout the 1950's. 


Ey 1962, such measures led to 
the breakout of a national libera- 
tion war in Eritrea. The 16 years 
struggles of the Eritrean patriots 
has led to the liberation of most 
of Eritrea with the exception of 
the cities of Asmara, Massawa 
and Asab. 


In Western Somalia, the strug- 
gle hardened into an underground 
movement ever since the UN in- 
quiry commission visiting Mogadi- 
shu in 1948 ignored the request 
for self-determination presented by 
the people of the territory. During 
the early 60’s the movement flared 
into open guerrilla warfare headed 
by Muktal Dahir. As described 
in the last issue of Halgan. events 
were to lead up to the Western 
Somali liberation Fronts which ha- 
ve managed to liberate about 98 
per cent of the territory hy Octo- 
ber 1977. 
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PARTY LIFE 














The organisation of the SRSP 
of ELAfwein District in the Sa- 
nag Region was founded ir 
21st Sep. 1976, consisting of 
49 members and 4 members 
who were the founders of the 
SRSP. 

The El-Afwein district has 8 
Party Cells and 7 Divisions est- 
ablished on the basis of the pla- 
ce of work and environment. In 
persuing the responsibility of 
implementing the Party Progra- 
mme and the 3rd Plennary re- 
solutions of the Central Com 
mittee of the SRSP, the district 
Party Committee of El-Afwein 
has made a considerable achie- 
vement in the field of Educa 
tion. Presently, the district has 
6 schools that facilitate 600 
pupils and 12 adult classes of 
200 students. Also 6.800 perso- 
ns are continuously taking les- 
sons within the permanent pro- 
gramme of the rural develop- 
ment campaign. The Party 
district Committze of El-Afwein 











THE TASKS OF THE PARTY 


COMMITTEES IN THE DISTRICTS, 


EL-AFWEIN AND DINSOR 


The economie sources of the 
district are: livestock, myrrh 
and agriculture, the district is 
one of the places where the dr- 
ought of *Daba-Dheer’ has badly 
affacted its livestock. The Par- 
ty district Committee, tried tc 
organise the remaining livestock 
and their production, and for 
that sake, livestock cooperatives 
were established in the district. 
In this year, 1977. 5 livestock 
cooperatives were recognised, 
these will play a dominant role 
in the resetllement of the rural 
people in the district. 

The district Party Committee: 
is hopefully waiting for the liv- 
2stock cooperative to be increa- 
sed annually and thus be reali- 
sed the resettlement of the ru- 
ral people. 

El-Afwein district 
for its livestock, the District Pa- 
rty committe have deligently 
tried to realize the establish- 
ment of these cooperatives, T'o- 
day, 2 cooperatives are establi 


is famous 


| 





In the aspect of seminars the j 
{istrict was one of those form- 
ed in the year 1975 and for this 
reason it hasn't got orjentation 
centres earlier, 

In October 1976, 3 seminars 
were opened in the district con- 
tinuing for a period of 3 mon- 
ths. This seminar was taken by 
the Party members, workers 
committees, youth pioneers, mo- 
thers, youth, functionaries, Co- 
cernment Agencies and the Co- 
nunittzes of the cocperatives. In 
February 1977, another semin- 
ar in which was discussed the 
implementation of the Resolu- 
tions in the 3rd plenary sessior 
of the central Committze: of tae 
SRSP was opened in the dis- 
trict. 

DINSOR DISTRICT 

The Party Committee of the 
Dinsor District is composed 
of 7 members, and the Party ce- 
lls of the District were founded 
on 6th Nov. 1976, These amou- 
nt to 8 cells, the Party divisio- 











expects to eradicate illiteracy shed in the district. The Admi- ns are establisked in 6 villages. 
within 2 years after estimating nistration of these cooperatives The plan of the Dhiinsoor 
80% of its population to be li- are led by the cells and divi- District in the year 77 is as 
terate. sions of the District Party. follows: 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

Centres of Education Skill No. peop. Time 

1. Min. of Posts and Telecom. R/T 6 pers 6 Months 


2, Ministry of Health 
3 Ministry of Livestock 
4, Ministry of Agriculture 


Urgent Asis, 15 pers 
Animal Hus, 15 pers 
Increasing, 


Agric. Pr. 


ay 


40 perso 


» 


» 
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5. Ministry of Transport 


6. The Branch of Ideolo. 
and Organ. of the Educa 
tion 

7, The Ideological Educa- 


40 pers 
Mech. and 
driving 30 perso 
Socio, Soc. 60 perso 


tion divided into 3mo- 


nts, 


l month and 7 days 





ECONOMIC GROWTH 


1. To implement the hides and 
skins cooperațive.. 


2. To implements the clothes 
and utensils cooperatives. 


3. To implement Meat market 
Cooperatives 


4, To implement Lime Cooper 
atives 


5. To implement Weaving Co- 
operatives 


6. To implement small scale 


trading cooperatives 


7. To implement three Agricul- 
tural Cooperatives 
DISTRICT PLAN 
The projects that have 
implemented in the first 
three months of the year 1977; 


| a) Hides and skins 
ves; implemented; 


cooperati- 


b) Clothes and Utensils coope- 
atives; implemented 





c) Meat market cooperative im- 
plemented 


d) Lime producing cooperati- 
ves implemented 


e) Seminar for learning techni- 
cal skills R/T .... 60 persons 
ns; 

f) Seminar for learing scienti- 


g) Seminar for learning mech 








anics and driving — 30 persons 
h) Ideological education} cate- 

gorized into 3 months, 1 month 
7 days; 

i) Formation of the Flowers of 


the Revolution — 60 persons 
in the capital town. 


j) Formation of the flowers of 
the Revolution in the Y/Bara- 
we village — 20 persons. 


k) Ranges for enhancing ani- 
mal grazing lands; 
These projects were imple- 


mented in the district plan for 
the first 3 months of the 1977, 
the district is hopefully willing 
to implment the remaining part 
of the plan for the coming 6 
months. 

The consolidation of the ru- 
ral development programme; — 
the district is doing well this 
programme, the number of peo- 
ple being 15,865 persons. Cen- 
tres for learning are 229, 383 
teachers, 12 persons for ani 
mal husbandry, 15 persons for 
the peolple’s health. 

Fulfilling the circular of the 
Secretary General of the SRSP 
No. SRSP /D-1/190|77 of 
13.1.77, which aimed the Ad- 
ult Education development pro- 
gramme and Party members 
were implemented as were sup- 
posed; and are: 

A — Adult Education: 
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i, Grade 1 — 180 students 
ii. Grade 2 — 112 students 
iii. Grade 3 — 33 students 


BS 
tion. 


Party Member’s Educa- 


i. Grade 1 — 24 
ii. Grade 2 — 10 
iii. Grade 3 — 21 


persons 
persons 
persons 


Moreover, we have offered 
them ideological lessons just as 
the ideological Bureau of the 
Certral Committee of the SRSP 
has prepared the lesson’s plan 
for the Ist Year of the progra- 
mme. 


To implement`the resolutions 
of the Polit-Bureau of the SR- 
SP and Council of Ministries 
aimed at supporting the smal) 
farmers, the District, Party Co- 
mmittee nominated a committee 
for fulfilling this task, and are 
composed of the Party Commit- 
tee, heads of government bran 
ches and some Party members, 
Their Chairman is the head of 
the economic development bra- 
neh and the SRSP cooperative 
of the District, 


They are responsible in car . 
ryng the corn to the petty far- 
mers in the most appropriate 
time and to get back this cora 
when they harvest their corn in 
the spring. 
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On the occasion of the 
8 Anniversary of our Re- 
volution HALGAN congra- 
tulates the Somali people 
whenever they may be, 
for their unity and for the 
Sacrifices they are making 
in this difficult stage 


‘sion in the region with 
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- Speech delivered by comrade 
Mohamed Siad Barre, General 
Secretary of the SRSP on the 


$a Anniversary of the 
21 October, 1969 


Dear Comrades, 


Fach year, on the occassion of 
commemorating this great day in 
our history, it has been our tradi- 
tion to take stock of what we had 
accomplished and what we were 
unable to accomplish, to assess the 
present and to chart out a progra- 
mme of action for the future. 

lt therefore gives me great plea- 
sure to meet with you today once 
more and to share with you our 
joys and celebrations. 

This particular anniversary of 
our revolution has special signifi- 
cance in sO far as it occurs at a 
crucial moment in the history of 
the Somali Nation and indeed at 
a time when the momentous events 
taking place in the Horn of Africa 
are bound to determine the destiny 
and the fortunes of the peoples of 
the region as a whole. On the one 
hand, the brilliant victories of the 
liberation fronts of Western 
Somalia, Eriteria and Afar and Ab- 
bo peoples have brought the inevi- 
table disintegration of the Ethio- 
pian empire into sight; on the oth- 
er hand, the desperate efforts of 
the Ethiopian colonial regime tc 
suppress the liberation struggle ir 
its empire and start wars of aggre- 
; the full 
support and backing of foreign 
troops and armaments, creates € 


situation of extreme gravity in the 
area, 


It is for this reason that I in- 
tend to devote the major part of 
my address today to this all impor- 
tant issue, But before I do so al- 
low me to high-light in a very ge- 
neral way a few of the major acti- 
vities of our revolution in the past 
eight years, and touch on some as- 
pects of the policies we have been 
following. 


Comrades, 


The Somali Revolution of Octo- 
ber 21st 1969 led to major social 
transformation affecting all aspect: 
of our life. In transforming 
the consciousness of our people, if 
permitted them to radically change 
the material conditions around 
them, We remember vividly how 
in the first years of our Revolution 
we struggled to transform our eco- 
nomy into a strong national one 
by getting rid of foreign domina- 
ion, by nationalizing all foreign tra- 
de, the financial organizations 
and the energy sectors and thus re- 
turning the control of the comman- 
ding heights of the economy inte 
the people’s hands. We all remem- 
ber vividly how, when we realized 
the meagerness of our resources 
our working masses responded to 


eer hea 


the call of the Revolution and par- 
ticipated actively in the programm- 
es for self-help schemes to enhance 
our efforts at national construction 
with our most available resource- 
manpower. We remember vividly 
how our workers, young people 
students, intellectuals, women and 
soldiers devoted selflessly their 
physical and mental energies to the 
campaign against illiteracy all over 
the country with astonishing results. 
We remember vividly how these 
same people and others such asci- 
vil servants, doctors and nurses 
contributed whole heartedly to the 
epice struggle to save the lives of 
the victims of the disasterous drou- 
ght and later to their resettlement. 


All these activities and many 
others, which time will not allow 
us enumerate here were taking ple 
ce in an atmosphere in which the 
revolutionary consciousness of the 
masses was being constantly raised 
to ever higher levels, their mobili- 
zation and orgarization constantly 
improved, and in which revolution- 
ary planning, enthusiasm and vi- 
gilance was the guiding light. such 
combination of revolutionary theo- 
ry with the practical needs of the 
country enabled our working peo- 
ple to grasp the basic. principles of 
Scientific Socialism and its neces- 
sity as the Only true and correct 
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ideology to guide the economi: 
progress and development of the 
‘broad masses of the people. 


No wonder then that the Octo- 
ber Revolution, spearheaded by the 
Armed Forces, gradually transfor- 
med itself to a revolution of the 
whole people until the process cul- 
minated in the establishment of the 
‘Party — the Somali Revolutionary 
‘Socialist Party — in Ist July 1976. 
‘On that day the Supreme Revolu- 
tionary Council dissolved itself 
and transferred all its powers to the 
‘SRSP as the organ to guide the 
Somalj Revolution. : 

The first major steps taken by 
‘the Party with a view to consolida- 
ite its organization and spread its 
influence and network among. the 
working masses were fully report- 
ed in detail to our people during 
the 3rd Plenary Session of the Cen- 
tral Commjtiee on 4th — 15th 
January 1977. 

Up to that time the holding of 
of Regional and District Party 
Conference and the election of 
their committees was completed. 
All that remained was the creation 
æf the primary organisations O” 
cells of the Party and- social or- 
-ganisations. 


In our report to the 3rd Plena- 
iry Session of the CC we describec 
‘the Cells «as the very foundatior 
of the Party» and as such we con- 
‘sidered the question of «buil- 
‘ding Party cells all 
the country as the most crucial ta- 
“sk before us.» As regards social or 
ganisations the Party Programm: 
emphasizes that: «without the col- 
laboration of the masses the Party 
alone cannot build the new socis- 
ty the extent of its power is direc- 
ily related to the extent it is tied to 
the masses. «Also in the Report 
‘to the 3rd plenary Session of CC 
-we pointed out: «The Party shou- 


Ow s.r 


Id be linked to the masses through 
mobilizing and organizing them 
Therefore, our Party should pay 
considerable attention to the task 
of improving the structures and 
functions of our social (i.e, mass) 
organization». 


The implementation of these 
two tasks started and completed 
during the first half of this year. 
The Cells have bien formed at bo- 
th work places and residential zon- 
es. Today their 
at 806. 


number stands 


The social organizations, in €x- 
istence before the Party, were re- 
organized and restructured as legal 
and permanent institutions of our 
masses. Founding Congresses wer? 
held respectively on the following 
dates: 


The Somali Democratic Women- 
’s Organizations (SDWO) on 4-8 
March 1977; that of General Con- 
federation of Somali Trade Unions 
(GCSTU) on 27-30 April 1977; 
and that of the Somali Revolution- 
ry Youth Union on 12-14 May 
1977. In all of these national 
congresses work-programmes and 
constitutions were adopted, ang 
the leading organs such as the 
Central Committee and Secretariat 
elected. These national Congresses 
were preceded hy district and re- 
gional congresses which establish- 
ed their local organizations and 
elected delegates to the national 
congresses, Thus ‘established the 
social organizations are today play- 
ing their proper roles in society as 
organizers and mobilizers of the 
masses. They actively participate 
in all programmes of national con- 
struction and act as necessary lin- 
ks of the Party with the people. 


Comrades, 


Dwelling on the political deve- 


e 


lopments does not mean that there 
was no activity in the economic 
front. In fact it was in this sphere 
that our revolutionary resilience 
was bitterly tested. Wehave al- 
ready mentioned that in the early 
years of the Revolution we have 
embarked on the restructuring of 
the inherited neo-colonial economy 
along socialjst lines. To reinforce 
this restructuring and advance eco- 
nomic progress further the five 
years plan was adopted in the beg- 
inning of 1974. This plan gave 
top priority to the directly produc- 
tive sectors of agriculture, industry 
livestock and fisheries. 


Many ambitious projects which 
when completed, would have chan- 
ged our economic picture a great 
deal were included. All this was 
to be accomplished within the fra- 
mework of our socialist policy by 
giving predominance to the state 
sector and the co-operative move- 
ment while at the same time giv- 
ing sufficient scope to the private 
sector to play its role. 


However, just when then imple- 
mentation of the plan was started 
serious external economic dangers 
beset us. The inflationary spiral 
generated in the Capitalist World 
to which unfortunately economies 
like ours are still tied, took huge 
proportions in 1974. This infla- 
tion, together with the subsequent 
erises in the major currencies, pla- 
ced immense obstacles before the 
proper fulfilment of the plan by 
raising the costs of projects and 
other essential imports. 


To cap it all, the drought struck 
us in the same year. We all know 
what it cost us in terms of human 
energy, organjzation and diversior 
of resources to save the lives of 
our people who became destitute 
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to resettle them in alternative per- 
manent occupations. 


Naturally in such circumstances 
the plan fulfilment was bound tc 
fall short of expectations. In Jan- 
wary this year we reported jn great 
detail what the fulfilment and sho- 
rtcomings were, and there is no 
need to recount them here again. 
What we do want to point out ke- 
re is that despite the great odds 
the plan has not only been salvag- 
ed, but it has been redirected ac- 
cording to the new priorities set 
by the situation, namely the reset- 
tlement of the nomads and at the 
same time most of the major sche, 
mes envisaged in it are being car- 
ried out. That we were able to ác 
this, in addition to braving the ab- 
ove external odds, is sufficient 
witness to the revolutionary deter- 
mination of our people and their 
ever-readiness for self-sacrifice, 


Comrades, 


In previous October celebrations 
and many other occasions, speci- 
fically in reports to the Gongress- 
es and conferences of the Party 
and the working people, we made 
abundantly clear where the Somali 
Revolution and Government stood 
on the major international issues 
of the day. 


Our standpojnt has always beer 
and still remains a principled one 
flowing from our revolutionary po- 
licy and practite at home, We sta- 
nd for peace, progress and sociali- 
sm. This is the only way poor 
countries can lift themselves up 
from the squalour of underdeve- 
lopment. It also guarantees just and 
equal relations in intercourse amo- 
ng nations. But this state of affai- 
zs must be struggled for. The pro- 
gressive nations, the non — align- 
ed movement, and all those forces 


seeking peace and progress have 
to struggle in every forum, and in 
every possible way to achjeve these 
aims: 


Our revolution formed an integ- 
ral part of this current. According- 
ly we have played our role and 
performed our duties in all region- 
al and jnternational bodies — the 
Organization of African Unity, the 
Arab League, the Islamic Confer- 
ence, the Non-aligned movement 
and the United Nations. We have 
worked to the best of our ability 
towards bringing about understan- 
ding among peoples within the 
framework of these organizations 
and among these organizations. 
The Afro- Arab Summit held in 
Cairo during March 7-9-1977 was 
one of the goals we, and others 
have worked hard for. 


In the Arab World we fully par- 
ticipated in the activities of the 
League, made our contribution in 
the struggle against zionjsm, and 
lent our full support to the Pales- 
tinian Revolution. 


‘Our whole hearted support for 
the liberation movements in the 
Southern Africa who are struggling 
against the racist regimes in Rho- 
desis and ‘South Africa was 
manifested from the begin- 
ning of the Revolution. We wil’ 
never relax our participation, bots 
moral and material, in that struggle 
because we believe that out free- 
dom itself is in danger so long as 


a single inch of Africa remains 
unfree, 
The armed liberation struggle 


against colonialism, apartheid and 
zionism hada natural ally in the 
socialist countries, who saw in this 
cause a furtherance of the princi- 
ples of peace and progress and, ac- 
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cordingly, gave it their unqualified 
support. 

Revelutionary Somalia also belie- 
ved in, and saw the necessity of, 
alliance of the Socialist World 
and the liberation movements. Un- 
fortunately a unique and stuning 
situation developed in the case 
of Ethiopia when some socialist 
countries opposed the genuine li- 
movements struggling 
against Ethiopian colonialism and 
instead’ began to support their 
colonial opressor, the Ethiopian 
Regime on the pretext of interna- 
tionalist solidarity. 


To understand the complex si- 
tuation presently obtaining in the 
Horn of Africa, it is necessary to 
ge back to. its genesis in history. 
The Ethiopian empire began its 
life as part and parcel of Furo- 
pean colonialism, Previously, 
various feudal kings of Abyssin- 
ia conveted the coastal lands and 
peoples of the Horn. Each time 
they tried to extend their domina- 
tion to the Somali and other peo- 
ples of the Horn, they were bea- 
ten back. During the sixteenth 
Century, Ahmed Gurrey pushed 
them back into their high land 
enclaves. Others before him and 
many after him continued to do 
the same. During those days, 
Abyssinian rulers appealed to For- 
tuguese colonialists to help them 
establish foothelds on the Somali 
Coast. In other words, using 
the propaganda cover of «Chris- 
tianity», they actively sought to 
internstionalise local conflicts 
between themselyes and neigh- 
bouring peoples they wished to 
colonize and exploit. 


During the late nineteenth 
century and early twentieth cen- 
tury, the European scramble for 
African colonies gave them the op- 
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portunity they have been waiting 
for. 

Menelik of Shoa hired himself 
as a tool of European colonial in- 
terests while skillfully playing one 
European power against another. 
In this way he obtained huge 
quantities of arms that paved the 
way for colonial expansion and 
the establishment of the Ethiopian 
Empire. As a result he changed 
from King of Shoa to Menelik II 
of Abbyssina. 


On September 16,1890 Abys- 
sinia acceded to the Brussel’s 
General Act which among other 
things provided for the preven- 
tion of fire arms falling into the 
hands of Africans. Through ac- 
cession to this act, howeyer, At- 
yssinia became entitled to the 
unrestricted importation and pos- 


session of fire-arms. Abyssinia 
gained this exceptional privilege 
through its active collaboration 


as an agent of European imperia- 
list powers.. As a consequence, 
she received huge quantities of 
rifles, cannons, carbines, ammuni- 
tion etc. Abyssinia received the 
most sophisticated arms of that 
era. A foreign observer trayelling 
in the area in 1900 remarked: 
«I should think ` there are more 
rifles, Gras and Remington, in 
Abyssinia then there are men to 
carry them». 


By 1887, Menelik II had enou- 
gh arms to »conguer Harar with 
the help of an Italian expedition. 
In this way the Kingdom of Shoa 
grew into the Ethiopian Empire 
through military raids and the 
usurpation of territories through 
treaties with European collabo- 
rators. 


The arms build-up of those 
years totally disrupted natural 
historical developments and the 


normal balance of power in the 
region. 


Furthermore, France, Britain 
and Italy made agreements in 
1897 without the knowledge and 
consent of the Somali people 
with Abyssinia in which they 
ceded to the latter Somali terri- 
tories already under their colonial 
control. These amounted to the 
betrayal of the treaties of protec- 
tion entered into earlier with the 
Somali people. 


While European powers con- 
tinued to pour arms into Abys- 
sinia they barred the neighbou- 
ring people from atcess to arms 
for splf-protection-what is more 
they even carried out punitive 
raids in order to disarm the po- 
pulations concerned. 


Thus we see that imperialism 
generally, gave Ethiopia the mea- 
ns, political and military, to es- 
tablish an Empire. The nature of 
Ethiopia’s colonial rule remained 
extremely primitive and harsh in- 
cluding the forced expropriation 
of livestock and agricultural pro- 
duce from the local population. 
The regime constantly intimidated 
its colonial subjects in order to 
stifle all forms of protest: po- 
isoning of water wells, frequent 
raids and mass murders. Not the 
Slightest efforts were made to es- 
tablish the minimum basic servi- 
ces in the fields of education, hea- 
lth, water supplies and the like. 


Naturally, the colonized peop- 
les revolted against such intolerab- 
le conditions. The people of 
Western Somalia took an active 
part in the 20 years struggle led 
by Sayid Mahamed Abdullah Ha- 
ssan against Ethiopian, Britisk 
and Italian colonialism. 


pA 


The liberation struggles contin- 
ued into the 1930’s and 1940’s. 
With the defeat of Ethiopia in 19- 
36 by Italy, most of the Somali 
territories came under Italian rule 
until 1941. From then to 1948, it 
took British troops to impose for- 
ce and-violence in order to restore 
Haile Selassie’s rule upon the co- 
lonized people in Ethiopia. Britain 
transferred a great part of the ter- 
ritories already ceded in 1897 ag- 
reements in 1948, the rest (the 
jaud and Reserved Areas) mu 








Accordingly, to the majority of 
the people in the © area, 
Ethiopian rule has been 
both recent and temporary. Most 
of the people in the area still re- 
call the force used to transplant 
the Ethiopian colonial flag on 
their territory. From 1943 onwar- 
ds. the Somali Nationalist Organi- 
zation, the SYL, opened numerous 
branches inthe area. The Harar 
branch was among the most active. 
The Ethiopian regime suppressed 
all forms of political activity in 
Western Somalia as it did in Eri- 
trea and in all its colonized areas. 
This suppression against peaceful 
pclitical activities was intensified 
during 1950’s, 

During the 1960’s a semi-clan- 
destine political movement called 
NASRULAH arose in the area. At 
tempts to suppress it led to a situ- 
ation of guerilla warfare national 
liberation. By 1964, unable to con- 
tain the liberation struggle, the 
Ethiopian regime launched a full 
scale war upon the newly indepen- 
dent Somali Republic inorder to in- 
timidate it into cutting off sources 
of material support for the libera- 
tion forces. The temporary set- 
back to the liberation struggle on- 
ly contributed to the search for 
better methods of continuing the 
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struggles. These developments 
eventually led to the birth of the 
Somali West and Abbo Liberation 
Fronts. 


A similar situation arises in the 
case of Eritrea. Like the Southern 
part of Somalia, Eritrea was colo- 
nized by Italy and experienced 
similar nationalist movement 
Prior to that, Eritrea had 
never been part of Abyssinia. Af- 
ter the Second World War. Emper- 
or Haile Sellassie managed to ob- 
tain Eritrea under a feeble federal 
constitution in 1952 and by 1962 
unilaterally annexed Eritrea. The 
valiant people of Eritrea, after ex- 
hausting all peaceful means of 
protest. took to arms and have 
been’ waging heroic armed strug- 
gles for well over 16 years. They 
too have successfully liberated mo- 
st of their territory with the ex- 
ception of three major towns. 


- What is happening in Ethiopia 
today is the crumbling of the op- 
pressive feudo-colonial Empire. 
_ This is but the inevitable process 
of disintegration of all Empire 
States. The overthrow of the Em- 
peror and the feudal system ought 


to have opened new visits of de- 


velopment for the oppressed mas- 
ses of Ethiopia and for the region 
as a whole. But the present regi- 
me unfortunately did not fulfil 
these legitimate expectations On 
the contrary it opted for a course 
of action that betrayed the hopes 
of the Ethiopian masses and the 
colonized nations raised by the 
overthrow of Haile Sellassie. It 
chose to continue and intensify 
the oppressive methods of the pre- 
vious feudal regime against the 
colonized peoples, and also to mas- 
sacre the progressive elements of 
its own society, who have had the 
courage to oppose the brutal 
Dergue Regime. 


The Addis Ababa regime has 


increased its violations of human ~ 


tights beyond all pessimistic ex- 
pectations. Thousands of students 
and innocent citizens have been 
massacred with impunity. Recent- 
ly imprisoned students were mas- 
sacred in cold blood while in pri- 
son in so-called retaliation for the 
assassination of key officials of 
the regime. 


The Addis Ababa regime shocks 
Africa and the World in its sys- 
tematic and synical violation -of 
human rights. It is tragic for the 
Ethiopian masses who struggled 
to overthow the feudal repressive 
regime of Haile Sellassie to find 
themselves in this situation of ter- 
ror and violence. 

Yet, however terrible are the 
human rigths violations, the geno- 
cidal wars waged by the Dergue and 
their forces of oppression against 
the libration forces become even 
worse. Unable to suppress the will 
of the people engaged in popular 
struggles they ordered the massac- 
res of thousands of innocent peo- 
ople, the burning of villages, the 
poisoning of wells the holding of 
large numbers of civillians as hos- 
tages. We call upon the internatio- 
nal community to condemn these 
genocidal campaigns. 


To carry out such inhuman ac- 
tions has made the regime very 
unpopular. Tio divert the masses 
opposition the regime continues 
to-whip up imperialistic hysteria. 
It diverts the peasants from agrar- 
ian, reforms by raising huge arm- 
ies of them in order to lead them 
as cannon fodder in their war ag- 
ainst the national liberation forces. 


Such a regime has no internal — 


basis for support. It has not only 
alienated the progressive moveme- 
nts, but also the broad masses of 
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the Ethiopian peoples. It even ope- 
nly admits that some of its troops 
are not loyal. Such an unpopular 
blood-thirsty regime can only sur- 
vive as a result of incredible fore- 
ign support including huge arm- 
aments and foreign troops to pro- 
tect itself and to facilitate the con- 
tinuation of its senseless colonial- 
wars. 


We may rightly ask who is thr- 
eatening the regime? against who- 
m is it being armed so heavily? 
Isn’t it first to crush the liberation 
movements then to launch an in- 
vasion against neighbouring cou- 
ntries such as the Sudan, Somalia, 
Djibouti and Kenya? Does it not 
also threaten the normal interna- 
tional sea traffic in the area. 


In the 19th Century the Abyss- 
inian regime built its empire with 
the aid of European colonial pow- 
ers using christianity as an instr- 
ument of propaganda. In the early 
part of the 20th Century it was 
these powers that kept the Empire 
together. We will always remember 
the agreement of 1906 between 
Britain, France, Italy and Ethio- 
pia in which the three Furopean 
colonial powers reaf- 
firmed the earlier treaties ceding 
Somali territory to Ethiopia and un- 
dertook to «maintain intact the terr- 
itorial integrity of Ethiopia and to 
provide for every kind of disturba- 
neces in the political consideration 
of Ethiopia Empire». Today the 
present regime is opportunistigally 
utilizing socialist and revoltionary 
slogans, and is using certain socia- 
list countries in the name of inter- 
nationalist solidarity to maintain 
the illgotten Ethiopian Empire of 
the 19th Century intact. 


Thus we see that history amply 
demonstrates the endemie opportu- 
nism of successive Ethiopian regi- 
mes. It is indeed sad to witness 
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the USSR, Cuba and some other 
socialist states being taken in by 
such intrigues. 


Neverthless, it is the Soviet Un- 
ion today, and some other socialist 
countries who are p ouring 
huge quantities of sophistica- 
ted armament including th e 
latest fighter planes, 
tanks and missiles to bolster the 
Mengistu regime. The Cuban Go- 
vernment is also playing a dange- 
rously adventurist role in the Horn 
of Africa today. Claiming to de- 
fend a so-Called Ethiopian Revolu- 
tion from reaction, it has Commit- 
ted its troops to fight in the area. 
We have made it abundanly clear, 
that the only danger facing the 
Regime today is the wrath of the 
colonized peoples and its own sub- 
jugated masses. The Liberation 
movements of the peoples coloni- 
zed by the Ethiopian Empire who 
are struggling for freedom today 
are indeed agrieved to find them- 
selves facing Cuban soldiers fight- 
ing on the side of the oppressor. 
DEAR COMRADE, 


We have taken time to elabora- 
te on the historical aspects of the 
problem in order to correctly show 
who is the oppressor and who is 
the victim in the Horn of Africa. 
The case we are presenting is sup- 
ported not only by the facts of 
history, but also by the fundamen- 
tal principles of Scientific Socialism 
Marx and Engles stated» a people 
that oppresses other peoples can- 
not itself be free». V.I. Lenin ter- 
med this formula as «the funda- 
mental principle of internationa- 
lism.» 


Let us also recall Lenin’s formu- 
lation of the socialist principle on 
the right of nations to self-deter- 
mination. He emphatically pointed 
out that the right of nations to 


self-determination, to be historical- 
ly meaningful and just, must inclu- 
de the right to secede if such is 
the people’s wish. Lenin not on- 
ly proclaimed the principle, he al- 
so put it in practice at the very 
birth and infancy of the -Soviet 
State which granted its nationali- 
ties the right to secede. 


Ethiopia should refrain from 
using force and violence in order 
to retain the unjust order of the 
previous regimes. In this manner 
the present Ethiopian regime, whi- 
ch loudly proclaims its commit- 
tment to Scientific Socialism, wou- 
Id be able to give a concrete dem- 
onstration of their attachment to 
socialist principles. The new 
Ethiopian regime should recogniz- 
ed that the granting of the right 
to self-determination to the colo- 
nized nations is a priority of all 
priorities for a genuinely Socialist- 
oriented Revolution, 


In sacrificing the implementa- 
tion of such basic socialist princi- 
ples, the Ethiopian regime is obli- 
ged to perpetuate colonial wars 
that endanger peace thereby des- 
troying the great opportunity for 
treating genuine socialist solidarity 
and cooperation between all the 
people of the Horn. 


The frantic one-sided support 
given to the Ethiopian regime by 
certain socialist states also indica- 
te the sacrificing of general socia- 
list principles on  self-determina- 
tion of peoples for the sake of sta- 
te strategic interests, thereby ag- 
gravating the complex historical is- 
sues of the region. 


The policies currently persued 
can only add fuel to the fire there- 
by leading to confrontations bet- 
ween the progressive movements 
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of this region and the policies of 
the concerned socialist states V1. 
Lenin was indeed very correct 
when he concluded that, «nothing 
so much holds up the development 
and strengthening of international 
socialist solidarity as national jus- 
tice». 


DEAR COMRADES, 


As we have emphasied many ti- 
mes, the Somali Democratic Re- 
public considers itself duty-bound 
to support all national liberation 
movements and accordingly, we 
have staunchly supported such mo- 
vements as those of Palestine, Zi- 


,mbabwe, South Africa and previ- 


ously, those in Southeast Asia, the 
former Portuguese territories and 
Djikouti. Given the colonial na- 
ture of the Ethiopian Empire, we 
have likewise supported the na- 
tional liberation fronts fighting ag- 
ainst colonial oppression since we 
sincerely believe that colosialism 
has no colour. Nobody can deny 
that the people of SDR and those 
of Western Somalia constitute the 
same nation that has been brutal- 
ly divided; neverthless. the probl- 
em is essentially between the liber- 
ation front and the Addis Ababa 
regime. 


History records numerous effor- 
ts undertaken by the SDR to faci- 


litate a peaceful resolution to the 


problem in the spirit of African 
brotherhood and good neighbour- 
liness. Several initiatives were ta- 
kes in this direction while Haile 
Sellassie was still in power. His 
regime categorically rejected all 
our constructive initiatives. 


The OAU in 1973 established a 
good offices committee of 8 Hea- 
ds of State to look into the matter. 
Unfortunately, the successive Eth- 
iopian regimes maliciously blocked 
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the effective operation of the 
OAU Committee and all other in- 
ternational and regional efforts. 


After the overthrow of Haile 
Selassie contacts continued with 
the new Dergue leadership. Special 
envoys were sent for direct con- 
tacts, opportunities offered at re- 
gional conferences were utilized 
to the maximum, several Heads of 
State attempted to offer their good 
offices for a just solution to the 
problem. However, the new regi- 
me following on the footsteps of 
its predecessors, continued to deny 
the existence of the problem let 


alone the right of self-determina- 


tion of its colonized peoples, In- 
spite of his socialist rhetorics, 
Mengistu continues to deny this 
right not only in practice, but ev- 
en in principle. Accordingly, all 
hopes for just, peaceful political 
solution to the problem came to 
an end. This in turn led to the 
intensification of the armed liber- 
ation struggle. 


DEAR COMRADES, 


The principles of the UN and 
the OAU provide the basis for re- 
solution of such problems in a 
peaceful manner. The universal 
recognition of the right of peoples 
for self-determination is a funda- 
mental principle of the United 
Nations Charter. 


Also non-aligned movement sy- 
mbolized by the Bandung Charter 
embodies the principles of deco- 
lonization and self-determination. 


The OAU Charter states as one 


of its fundamental objectives the — 


«eradication of all forms of co- 
Jonialism from Africa.» 


It is, furthermore, pertinent to 
recall the world-wide Pan-African 
movement which held several con- 


ference between 1900 and 1960. 
During a series of such conferen- 
ces held between 1958 — 1960, 
a number of resolutions 
were passed which denounced «ar- 
tificial frontiers draw by Imperia- 
list powers to divide the peoples 
of Africa, particularly those whick 
cut across and divide people of 


“same stock» and called for the ear- 


ly solution of such problems ba- 
sed on the principle of self-deter- 
mination. At the All-African 
Peoples Conferences of 1958 and 
1960, specifie resolutions were pas- 
sed and enthusiastically supporting 
the independence and unification 
of the peoples of the Cameroun 
and Somalia. 


Now, various Addis Ababa re- 
gimes, in an effort to secure legi- 
timacy for her ill-gotten colonial 
empire often invoke the principle 
of territorial integrity while igno- 
ring the fundamental and univer- 
sal principles of the OAU Charter. 
Decolonization is not inconsistent 
with the principle of territorial in- 
tegrity of State. On the contrary, 
it is states based on self-determi- 
nation that the principle of terri- 
torial integrity of states applies to. 
Furthermore, Ethiopia which has 
has always opposed on untenable 
grounds the discussion of the is- 
sue of Western Somalia by the 
O.A.U. often and falsely maintains 
that the O.A.U. had actually taken 
a decision on the matter by refer- 
ence to the O.A.U. Cairo resolu- 
tion of 1964 on border inherited 
from colonial rulers. 


It should be pointed out: 
a) That the OA.U. 1964 Resolu- 


tion is generic in character and 


does not refer to any particu- 
lar dispute. 


b) That even though Somalia re- 
gistered its reservation against 
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the resolution at the time of its 
adoption, basically Somalia do- 
es not challenge its purpose 
What Somalia maintains is 
that since Ethiopia is a colo- 
nial power, the previsions of 
the resolwtion will become ya- 
lid and applicable only when 
and as the process of DECO- 
LONIZATION is completed 

in the area i.e., when Ethiopia's 
colonisation of Western Soma- 
lia is ended. 


Now. a great deal of confused 
propaganda has arisen on this re- 
solution of the OAU and on the 
recent Liberville meeting of the 
GAU good-offices committee. A 
great deal of the dust~has in fact 
been kicked about by non-Africans 
who have suddenly and frantically 
jumped into the bandwagon of 
supporting the OAU, while the 
fact, undermining it by dasgerous- 
ly interfering in Africa’s -internal 
affairs. The OAU has never ta- 
ken any position on the issue that 
could even be remotely interpreted 
to be against the right to self-deter- 
mination of the people of Western 
Somalia, in spite of all the pro- 
paganda to the contrary spread by 
certain quarters. 


_ We are confident that the OAU 
fully appreciates the uniqueness of 
the case in as much as it provides 
along with that of Eritrea an ins- 
tance of a colonial territory under 
a black colonial power. We fur- 
thermore earnestly hope that the 
O.A.U. will not allow the situation 
in the Horn of Africa which is pri- 
marily an African problem to go 
out of its hands through the un- 
called for interference of foreign 
troops and armaments provided by 
foreign countries that want to im- 
pose their will on the situation. 
Africa’s Leaders must be aware 
that such foreign interference, 
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using simplified labels in a com- 
plex situation in accordance with 
their state interests, could be re- 


peated over and over again to the. 


deteriment of the peoples of Africa, 


Dear Comrades, 


In a bid to divert attention 
from the colonial nature of her em- 
pire, Ethiopia often compares her 
occupation of Western Somalia to 
border problems inherited from 
the colonial era so common in Af- 
rica. It is in line with this policy 
for instance that she spares no ef- 
fort to sowseeds of discord bet- 
ween Kenya and the SDR. 


The whole world knows that 
European colonialism has left pro- 
blems that could be distorted to 
produce tensions between the 
SDR and Kenya. This is a clas- 
sical case of issues inherited from 
European colonialism. As we had 
occassion to remark in the past 
we do not believe that Aftica’s el- 
der statesman, President Jomo Ke- 
nyatta would fall prey to the adve- 
ntures of Mengistu and his clique. 


The Addis Ababa regime con- 
tinues to propagate malicious lies 
about the relations between the 
SDR and the Republic of Djibouti. 
This too is an old game, started by 
the previous Addis Ababa regimes. 
We recall Haile Sellassie claiming 
the territory and peoples of Dji- 
bouti as part of the Ethiopian Em- 
pire many times in the past; in 
1957 for example, just before the 
pseudo refrendum and again in 
1966. His regime actively parti- 
cipated in the manouyres that dis- 
torted the positive expression of 
self-determination of the people of 
Djibouti especially in 1958 and in 


1967. The SDR, on the contrary,\ 


consistently compaigned for the 


independence of Djibouti just as 
it compaigned for that of other co- 
Ionized peoples. We recall — the 
crucial UN vote on Djibouti in 
November 1975 during which ev- 
en France abstained while the Eth- 
iopian regime cast the only negati- 
ve vote. The vote against Djibou- 
ti's independence was cast by a 
representative of the dergue re- 
gime. But the movement of 
history could not be prevented. 
Djibouti became independent to 
the jubilatation of all freedom 
loving peoples. The ~Ad- 
dis Ababa regime, opportunistic 
to the core, had to pretend that it 
supports the independence of Dji- 
bouti. All hyprocritical procla- 
mations do not hide its real expan- 
sionist designs, based on the un- 
tenable excuse about needing the 
railway line and Djibouti port fa- 
cilities. 


Mutual good neighbourly rela- 
tions can guarantee Addis Ababa 
export and import facilities not 
only in Djibouti, but even in ports 
of the Somali Democratic Repub- 
lic. Assured of plenty of armam- 
ents, previous rulers in Ethio- 
pia arrogantly claimed not only 
Djibouti but the whole Somali 
Coast. 


The Coastal oriented expansion- 
ism of Addis Ababa regimes has 
always been and continues to pre- 
sent serious dangers to the inde- 
pendence of neighbouring states. 


COMRADES, 


The Ethiopian Regime is clearly 
not only unwilling to solve its co- 
lonial problems, but also is no lon 
ger capable of containing, the ad- 
vances of the liberation forces 
struggling for their freedom and 
independence. In addition the go- 
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vernment has not been able to fi- 
nd an appropriate solution for the 
dis-satisfaction and unrest so wi- 
despread throughout the country 
and the rebellion of the workers, 
peasants, students and intellectuals 
against the regime, led by militant 
oppositional organizatios. 


Under such circumstances it is 
no wonder that the regime should 
try to find an escape goat for its 
failure. 


Accordinly it has found 
convenient to accuse the SDR of 
aggression. It is pertinent to recall 
here that Ethiopia has for all pra- 
ctical purposes declared war on 
Somalia. The leader of the present 
regime in Ethiopia proclaimed 
mobilisation against the SDR re- 
cently and Ethiopia planes have 
on several occasions since the be- 
ginning of last month mounted bo- 
mbing attacks on various parts of 
the country including Hargeisa, 
the second major town of our Re- 
publil, 


It is now clear beyond any dou- 
bt that the conflict between the fò- 
rees of liberation and the coloni- 
zing power is peing transformed 
into an international crisis threa- 
tening not only the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic, but the whole 
region. 


A war<onflagration in the re- 
gion, in which cutside forces are 
actively engaged, would have dire 
consequence for the peaceful traf- 
fic along the seas in the area. the 
peace of the Middle East and Afri- 
ca, and as a result of the world 
at large. 


We believe that it is extremely 
dangerous for the international 
community to silently watch the 
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development of such a state of 
affairs. The Somali Democratic 
Republic has spared no efforts to 
serve peace in the area by active- 
ly and patiently seeking a peace- 
ful political solution, which is 
perfectly in accord with Charter 
of the UN and the O.A.U. 


The SDR calls the attention of 
international community to the ex- 
treme gravity of the situation de- 
veloping in the Horn and appea- 
ls to it to urge the Soviet Union 


and some other socialist countries ' 


to immediately put an end to the 
dangerous supply of arms 
to Ethiopia and to stop their in- 
terference against the liberation 
struggles raging in the Ethiopian 
colonial empire. We equally call 
upon the international community 
to-urge Cuba to immediately pull 
out its troops from the area and 
refrain from meddling in the af- 
fairs of the Horn of Africa, Fur- 
ther more, we appeal to the inter- 
national community in general 
and the GAU in particular, to ur- 
ge Ethiopia to recognize and 
implement the right of the people 
for self-determination and indepen- 
dence and bring this unhappy col- 
onail Chapter of her history to a 
close. 


Somalia on its part wishes to 
state that the continuation of the 
present allout armed support to 
the Ethiopian Regime by the Sovi- 
et Union and the influx of cuban 
troops put the relations between 
nial Chapter of her history to a 
great jeopardy. 


Any course of action that run 
counter to the achievement of the- 
se objectives would only add fuel 
to the fire by creating an unfair 
and unbalanced approach to the 
deteriment of the just cause of sel- 
£-determination and freedom of the 


peoples previously colonized and, 
by consequence, to the daeriment 
of peace in the area and the wor- 
ld. 


Dear Comrades, 


As I said on several occassio- 
ns, for example, in my address to 
the nation of August 14, 1977; 
Somalia bears no ill will towards 
the people of Ethiopia. On the 
contrary. we in Somalia regret the 
plight of the Ethiopian masses due 
to the sufferings perpetuated by 
the present Addis Ababa regime. 
Nevertheless, given the Der- 
gue’s designs and the quantity and 
quality of arms poured into its 
hands, there is‘a great need for 
the people in Somalia to exercise 
revolutionary vigilance. Let me 
repeat the call to all of us to be 
ready to defend the national dig- 
nity and independence of cur coun- 
try. 


I call upon you to participate 
enthusiastically in all programmes 
intended to enhance the defencive 
capacities of our nation. It is also 
incumbent upon all Somalis to co- 
ntinue to raise political conscious- 
ness. 


The need to improve our defen- 
sive capacities should go hand in 
hand with the crucial need to incr- 
ease. production, Everyone of us 
has to make greater sacrifices than 
ever before. 


For the past eight years, the 
Somali people have become accus- 
tomed to various aspects of revol- 
utionary vigilance. The October 
21st Somali Revolution has had to 
confront various internal and ex- 
ternal enemies. Our valiant revol- 
utionary people have had to con- 
front serious natural disasters and 
calamities. All these and other 
historical tests mentioned previou- 
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sly, have helped to unify, organi- 
se and discipline our people. Our 
revolutionary experience led us to 
create a party of the masses throu- 
gh the social organisations that 
were reorganised and restructured. 
this year. As a result 
of our serious efforts to develop 
our country and our principled 
stand on international issues, espe- 
cially those affecting Africa and 
the Arab World, our international 
standing and the range and num- 
ber of our friends all over the wo- 
rld has grown considerably, 


Accordingly, the Somali people 
do not find today in the weak, un- 
erganised situation they found 
themeslves in 1964 when the Hai- 
le Sellassie regime threatened our 
dignity and existence. 


Finally allow me to heartily co- 
ngratulate our people, wherever 
they may be, for the remarkable 
unity ana sense of self-sacrifice they 
are manifesting at this crucial per- 
iod of our history. We highly app- 
reciate the spontaneous sense of 
patriotism and cooperation tangib- 
ly demonstrated by the Somali peo- 
ple everywhere. 


In spite of all the threats and 
dangers we have discussed above, 
we remain unshakeable in the gre- 
at confidence we have in our peo- 
ple who possess great moral virtu- 
es, determinatoin and great capac- 
ity for self-sacrifice. We are confid- 
ent that we shall sugceed in our pr- 
esent tasks just as we succeeded in 
the past, thanks to the invincible 
unity and courage of our people. 
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“We earnestly hope that the 
OAU Will not allow the situ - 
ation in the Horn of Africa 
which is- an African problem 
to go aut of its hands through 
the uncalled for interference 
of foreign troops and armame-— 
nts provided by foreign coun - 
tries that want to impose their 
will on the situation’ 


From the speech delivered by Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre 
General Secretary of the SRSP on the 8th Anniversary of the 21 October 
1969 Revolution. 
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Appears every month 

in Somali and English 

issues and trimonthly 
in Arabic 


HALGAN 


FILM FESTIVAL AND THE 60th 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREAT 
OCTOBER SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 





On 4th Octoober 1977 a lar- 
ge ceremony was held in the 
Soviet cultural centre in Moga- 
dishu on the occasion of the 
film Festival of the Socialist co- 
untries commemorating the 
60th Anniversary of the Great 
Octoober Revolution. Members 
of the Central Committee of 
the SRSP participated in the 
ceremony, among them Omar 
Salad Elmi Chairman of the 
Mobilization Bureau, the amba- 
ssador of the Soviet Union to 
Somalia and representatives of 
the socialist countries to Soma- 
lia. 

Jaalle Omar Salad delivered 
a speech on this occasion. He 
said, «On behalf of the Central 
Committee: of the SRSP allow 
me to extend to you warm grze- 
tings concerning the celebration 
of the 60th Anniversary of the 
great socialist Revolution.» 


Jaalle Qmar Salad continued 
his speech; «Today, all progres- 
sive forces jn the world are ce- 
lebrating the great socialist Re- 
volution which was the first of 
its kind. To celebrate this his- 
torically significant revolutjon 
has got two objectives. First, it 
is essential to study and evalua- 
te the revolution and the histo- 
rical changes that has occured 
and followed the Octoober Re- 
volution. 


Secondly, jt is imperative 
that the progressive forces and 
liberation movements should co- 
operate and unite thier struggle 
against imperialism and all 
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its forms: colonialism, neo-co- 


lonialism, apartheid and zio- 
nism». Jaalle Omar Sa- 
lad mentioned in his speech 


that the great Octoober Revolu- 
tion in 1917 in Russia has con- 
tributed much to the changes 
in the world and balanced the 
antagonistic forces that existed 
in the world. Jazlle Omar Sa- 
laad also mentjoned that the 
great Octoober Revolution ope- 
ned a new phase to the peoples 
of the world it ushered the tran- 
sitional epoch from capitalism 
© serialism. 


The Chairman of the mobili- 
zation Bureau also talked about 
the liberation movements and 
said; «The colonjzed peoples 
got a strong force to support 
their struggle.» Jaalle Omar 
Salad mentioned in his speech 
the birth of the 21st Octocber 
Revolution and the friendly re- 
lations hetween Somalia and the 
Soviet Union. The Chajrman of 








the Mobilization Burau decla- 
red that the SDR has taken a 
drastic step against imperialism 
colonialism, neocolonialism, a 
partheid and Zjonism, he conti- 
nued kis speech and said «All 
the Somali people are fully sup- 
porting the Somali West and 
Eritrean Liberation Movements 
who are struggling for their in- 
dependence and to overthrow 
the colonial subjugation of Ab 
yssinja who claims to be a so 


cialjst Regine, 


conclu 
ded in his speech «On the oc- 
cassion of the 60th Anniversary 
of the Great Octoober socialist 
Revolution, we request the pro- 
gressive forces and the peace-lo 
ving peoples of the world to 
support the just struggle of the 
Somali West and Eritrean Libe- 
ration Movements. That is the 
only solution to resume peace 
in Horn of Africa,» 


Taal’: Omar Selead 








The closing ceremony of the 
4th seminar of the political 
institute of the SRPS 


Cn the evening of 1-10-77 a 
ceremony was held in Halane 
School concerning the closing 
of the 4th Seminar of the Po- 
litical Institute for 154 studen- 
ts. Among the participants of 
this occasion were — Chairman 
of the Byreau cf social sciences 


a. ee 


] 


Jaalle Ahmed Mohamud Farak 
Chairman of the Mobilization 
Bureau Jaalle Omar Salad El- 
mi, Vice-chairman of tbe Social 
Sciences Bureau Jaalle Moha 
med Jama (Haji Kore) all of 
them members of the CC of tke 
SRSP, and the Director of the 
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Halane Political Institute Jaal- 
le Adan Abdullahi Nur, mom 
ber of the CC, Party Functjon- 
aries, Government Officials and 
delegates from Social Organiza- 
tions. Also, students from the 
National University and the Ci- 
tizens of Mogadishu and all the 
different groups in «Halane» 
School particjpated in this cere- 
mony. At first, a speech of 
reception and report was deli- 
vered by the Vice-Director of 
the Political Institute Jaalle Ya- 
sin Sheikh Muse. He briefly 
traced the history of the estab- 
lishment of the Institute, the 
different stages it passed and 





the objectives it has to achieve 
in te future, 


After the speech, the guests 
were shown a concert prepared 
by the students in the Institcte 
which portrayed the immense 
importance of the Institute for 
the Somali Society and the stru- 
ggle waged by the Somali peo- 
ple for the liberation of their 
land and people. The Play was 
full of nationalism and motiva 
ted the people who participated 
in the ceremony, After the con- 
cert an invaluable speech was 
delivered by the Chairman of 
the Bureau for Social Sciences 





Jaalle Ahmed Mohamud Farah. 


Tn his speech he pointed out 
the need for polifcelly cons- 
cious cadros, he also emphasis- 
ed the need for the justice and 
the implementation of the inn- 
umerable tasks shouldered on 
them. The Chairman concluded 
in his speech in which he en 
couraged and. advised the youta 
«Comrades, the Somali people 
who sent you here to learn are 
waiting your assistance in over 
coming the underdevelopment 
and the various problems enge- 
ndered by Colonialism». 
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A Somali Delegtion Visits 


A Somali friendship delega- 
tion led by Warsame Ali Farah 
Central Committee member of 
the Somali Revolutionary So- 
cialist Party and Vice-Chair 
man of the CC foreign Bureau 
participated in the international 
friendship meeting held in Mo: 
cow 27-29 September 1977 on 
the occasjon of the 60th Anni- 
versary of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. 


While in Moscow, the Soma: 
li delegation met with leading 
members of the Soviet Friend- 
ship Organizations, members of 
the CPSU Foreign Bureau and 
visited many interesting places 
of particular importance was 
the delegations meeting and dis 
course with profesor R. Ulyan- 
ovsky, a renowned Soviet autho- 
rity in the problems of the De- 
veloping countries. 


The Somali delegation also 





met in Moscow with the staff of 
the Somalj Embassy in the US 
SR and the heads of the Somali 
students in that capital taking 
place in the country. 


Warsame Ali Farah, the 
head of the delegation made : 
speech at the international mee 
ting. Stressing the significance 
of the Great October Socialis’ 
Revolution and its tremendous 
impact upon the historical de- 
velopment of mankind; he said 
«Sixty years have parsed sine? 
the accomplishment of the 1917 
October Socialist Revolutior 
which provided an enormous 
impetus to the world revolution- 
ary process. It ushered in a 
new historical epoch, characte- 
tized by the transition from ca- 
pitalism to socialism, and by the 
downfall of the centuries old 
system of colonialism. The wor- 
ld face has indeed changed ir 
favour of the peace and free: 
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the USSR 


dom loving people. 


In his speech, Jaalle Warsa- 
same also made it clear that the 
friendship between the Somali’ 
people and the peoples of the 
Soviet Union was further enhav 
ced by the Somali 
tion of 1969. He emphasised 


«since the inception of our glo- | 


rious revolution in 21st October 


1969, our friendly relationship , 


has acquired an ever greater 
significance which was crowned 
in 1974 by the signing of the 
Somali-Soviet friendshiv and 
mutual cooperation treaty», 


Awore of tte imperiast ser- 
vices and the heinous macinati- 
ons in the African continent in 
particular, Jaalle Warsame cal- 
led for further consolidation of 
the Unity of the anti-imperia- 
list forces. He underscored «in 
this remarkable Occasion when 
the people of the Soviet Union, 
the other Socialist countries. 


Revolution | 





\ 








HALGAN 


October 1977 





and all the progressives of the 
| world are joyously observing 
the 60th anniversary of 1917 
Russian Revolution, the world 
imperialist forces are keenly 
bent on inflicting great dama- 
ge to socialism and national in- 
dependence, They are indeed 
determined to reverse the mar- 
ch of history for the interest of 
the exploiting classes. It is the- 
refore necessary that the con- 
certed efforts of all the anti-im- 
perialist forces should be conso 





ljdated. In this respect, we 
find that the further strengthe- 
ning of the friendly relation: 
between the Somali Democratic 
Republic and the SOVIET UN- 
ION, the stalwork of world so- 
cialism, is a dire must in line 
with the dicates of history». 
The other members of the So 
mali friendship delegation also 
included Jaalle Dahir Warsame 
Yusuf, the 1st Vice- President 
of the Somali Revolutionary yo- 
uth union and Jaalle Abdiweli 





Sheekh Aadan, the Secretary of 
International Solidarity of the 
Somali Federation of Trade 
Unjons. 

Prior to their departure o 
the Soviet Union, the delegation 
paid a visit to the Soviet Repu- 
blic of Kirgizia. 

They were highly impressed 
by the remarkable achievemen. 
ts made by the Soviet Unjon 
the guidance of the Communist 
Party in such a short space of 
time. 














The world political scene today shows us that the true nature of 
imperialism does not change and that it is in essence reactionary and 
aggressive. It tries, unsuccessfully, to regain its power. This is testified 
by its consistent interference in other people’s internal affairs and its 
moral and material support of colonialism. The daily occurrence of reac- 
tionary coups, the use of mercenaries against liberation movements, the 
corruption and bribery of the governments of the Third World and the 
looting of their resources are all manifestations of their resistence and 


refusal to acknowledge their final and inescapable defeat. 
From the Programme of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party. 
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WORLD AFFAIRS 





For the past 10 years, the UNO 
has been passing one resolution 
after another whether in the Ge- 
neral Assembly, the Security 
Council, or the International 
Gourt of Justice all to the effect 
that South Africas occupation of 
Nambia is illegal and as such 
South Africa, a full member cf 
the UNO, should withdraw com- 
pletely and «uneonditionally from 
that country so that the people 
of Namibia accede to their ina- 
lienable right of indepencence 
and selfdetermination. Yet all 
these resolutions by this august 
international bodies fell only on 
deaf ears, and the people of Na- 
mibia are still subject to the worst 
form of colonialisation and op- 
pression at the hands of the ra- 
cist White - minority regime of 
South Africa. 


Racial discriminaticn, economic 
exploitation and political oppres- 
sions is the lot of the idigenous 
population in Namibia. They 
are reduced, by the inhuman 
system of apartheid and the po- 
lice machinery of South Africa 
into cheap labour and their coun- 
try, became a source of raw mate- 
rials for the multinational cartels of 
the western imperialis states. 

Namibia is a large and rich 
country with & population hard- 
ly exeeeding ore million. With 
it: agricultural potentialities and 
rich mineral resources, it is qui- 
te natural that the people of Na- 
mibia should have led a secure 
and happy life in their country; 


NAMIBIA’S STRUGGLE 


ENTERS A NEW PHASE 


but the reality is unfortunately 
the opposite. In the midst of 
this abundence, the Namibian 
people have been forced to live 
wch a difficult life with hardly 
any comparison in contemporay 
r Ory, 





«The country is divided into 
two unequal parts: a Polize Zone 
and reserves. The Police Zone 
which occupies about two thirds 
of the countries territory. is in- 
habited by the greater part of the 
White population - close to 
100,000. Obviously, this zone 
encompasses the most fertile 
lands, all the towns and mi- 
neral deposits. Some 850,000 
indigenous are driven into the 
worst lands, divided on « tribal 
basis inte ten bantustans, Each 
represents a huge concentration 
camp, whose population is de- 
nied the most elementary hu- 
man rights», The saddest spec- 
tacle of this life of utmost pri- 
vation is the death toll among 
the young generatinn. Child mor- 
tality in the bantustans is ter- 
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rible: 700 children in every 103 
die before the age of five. 
most frequent causes are, under- 
nourishment and unavailability 
of medical care. 

The world is not unware ox 
unmindful of the plight of the 
Namibian people. United Na- 
tions declared the 1973-83 
period a deeade of action to com- 





bat racism and racia] discrimina- 
tion. The disgraceful and inhu- 
man system of apartheid, of so 
called separate development, and 
the brutal oppression of millions 
of Africans in the last remaining 
citadel of racism in the contin- 
ent are consonant with the policy 
of reactionary die hards throug- 
out the world. 

With the passing of time, it 
has become clearer and clearer 
to more and more people all 
over the world that the igno- 
minous racist regimes in Southern 
Africa would not have been able 
to last until now and maintain 
such a way over such a large po- 
pulation in such a vast region if 
it had not been for the all-roun- 
ded economic, political and mi- 
litary assistance given these re- 
gimes by the Western States who- 
se multi-national companies reap 
imaginary profits from their in- 
vestments in the region. These 
imperialist States continue to 
supply, not merely the texts of 
hypocritical speeches condemning 
apartheid, but also arms, nuclear 
know-how, submarines, planes, 
helicopters, liences, trade, inves- 
ment atid all other commodities 
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and maintain the apartheid re- 
gimes in Southern Africa. 

Like all other colonial peoples, 
the pesple of Namibia sought to 
achieve their independence by 
peaceful means. They  welco- 
med all honest mediations to win 
their right of self-determination, 
but all their genuine attempts we- 
re crushed at the supremacist 
arrogant, and rocky attitude of 
the South African Government. 
Tt was only 
exhausted all peaceful means, 
that the people ef Nambibia led 
ly their politics] organisation- 
SWAPG took to armed struggle 
in 1963. The South West Afri- 
can Peoples Organisation (SWA- 
PO) was readily recognised $» 
the Socialist countries, the prs- 
gressive organisations and all the 
peace-loving peoples the world 
over, and rendered all forms of 
support and solidarity to attain its 
rightful objective. 


In that short span of time, SWA- 
PO made many remarkable suc- 
cesses: the Namibian liberation 
rganisation has been able in the 
lat decade to produce more 
technicians, teachers, 
medical doctors, engineers and 
other university degree holders 
in various field then the colonial 
rule had been able to produce 
over the century. The essence 
of this achievement becomes mo- 
re appreciable when the geograp- 
hical position and the difficult 
conditions in which the libera- 
tion organisation has to operate 
is taken into account. 

South Africa, it is true, has 
both technological and military 
superiority over the «poor» Na- 
mibian people; but the Namibian 
struggle has the right to its side. 
Moreover, the Namibian right en- 
joys the full support of the forces 
that haye emerged as the most 
tremendous power shaping the 


then, after having 


lawyers. 


course of human history, ‘These 
are the forces of freedom, peac 

The independence of many 
African countries enhances the 
revolutionary struggle of the 
Namibian patriots, but the col 
lapse of the Protuguese coloniali- 
sm and the liberation of Mozam- 





bique and Angola szem to have an 
immediate and direct positive im- 
pact upon the liberation 
struggle in Namibia. Be- 
sides the inspiring example these 
progressive newly liberated coun- 
tes set for Namibia, they can 
also owing to their geopolitical 
position easily extend direct aid 
end assistance to the Namibian 
freedom fighters. 





Hoth the racist regime in Sou- 
ti: Africa and the imperialist Sta- 
tes realised the sweeping revalu- 
tionary current in the region. 
They have. therefore, came up 
with designs aimed at the stabliza- 
tion of the situation in Na- 





nubia i order to keep their 
long term cconomic and strategic 
ivterests in South Africa in fact, 
The south African goverument 
has recently shown readiness to 
guarantee Namibia independence, 
but only in accordance with 
terms laid down by South Africa 
herself.. One such term, and the 
major cne indeed, “is to give Na- 
mibia a transkei type of Inde- 
pendence. 


cae) ge 


To this end Mr. Kissinger, for- 
mer US Secretary of State, and 
the racist South African Leader, 
Mr. vorster announced last year 
that 51st December 1978 would 
be the Independence Day of Na- 
mibia. What makes 
mingly pleasant announcement no 
more than a mere farce iy the 
fact that it was made in the ah- 
sence of 


this see- 


the people concerned- 
Nanjibians and their lawful re- 
presentatives - SWAPO. 


The facist Soutli African re- 
gime shudders at the prospect of 
seeing the political power pass 
into the lands cf SWAPO in 
Namibia, since the organisations 
choice of the sort of independen- 
ce for Namibia is too clear and 
toc incompatible with the in- 
terests of the racist South Africa 
and its mentors. The enlarged 
SWAPG Central Committee me 
ting is Zambia in July last yea 
had made this point clear in the 
following clause: 





«To unite all Namibian peopl: 
particularly the working class, the 
peasntry and progressive intellec- 
tuals into a vanguard party capa 
ble of safeguarding national inde- 
pendense und the juilding of clacs- 
less non-exploitative society based 
on scientific socialist ideals and 
principles». 

The fullfillment of this noble 
intention is in full harmony with 
the objective needs and genujne 
desire of all the Africans, and the 
peace-loving peoples in the world 
It is, therefore, incumbent upon all 
who value progress and have a con- 
cern for peace and human dignity 
to effectively put into applicatior 
all the UN resolutjons on sanctior 
against South Africa, This of cour- 
se has to be comrlemented with in- 
creased support to and constant 
solidarity with the freedom fighters 
of Namibia. 


HALGAN October 1977 





MONTHY BULLETIN 
THE INSPECTIVE TOUR OF 
THE VICE- PRESIDENT 











The Vice-President of the | 
SDR Jaalle Ismail Ali Abokar, 
leading a delegation consisting | 
of the Minister of Education | 
Jaalle Adan Mohamed Ali and 
| otber distinguished members of 
the Central Committze, set out 
for an inspective tour to six re- 
gions on 12th Sept. The visited 
regions were Mudug, Nugal 
Bari, Sanag, Togdheer andthe | 
| North West. | 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































That inspective tour was in 
line with the requirements 9f 
the Charter of the 21st Octo- 
ber Revolution, the programme 
| of the SRSP, and the teachings Jualle Ismail Ali Abokor Vice-president cf the S.D.R. visiting the 
of the beloved leader of the Re- į  strustion of the Party headquarters in N. W, Region Hargeiad. 
valution Jaalle Siyaad that cal s aih 
led for the dedication of the au 
thorities to the cause of the s% 
ciety. Thus one of the means af 
achieving, this goal is perpetual 
inspective tours to the region: 
in order to be aware of the ac- 
tual living conditions of the 
Somali Society, their level of 
progress and the existing Pro 
blems yearning for immediate 
solution. 
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During the tour the delega- 
tion was holding meetings with 
the responsible figures of the 
State and the Party branches in 
those regions in order to obtain 














detailed reports about all aspec- Jaalle Ismail Ali Abokor, Vice-president of S.D.R., addressing the | 
ts of the required admjnistra committees of the party, social organizations and civil servants at 
tion, For similar reasons, the Burao. d 


yim 
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delegation made visits to tke 
development schemes in those 
regions. 


Meanwhile, the delegation fa 
cilitated their meeting with the 
masses at the orientation cen- 
tres, There the Vice-President 
was conveying the greetings of 
the President, Jaalle Siyad to 
the people. 


In his speeches the vjce-Pre 
sident also jndicated how the 
21tl Ccteker Revolution paved 
the path for the Somali nation 
to enjoy the present level of 
socio-economical development. 
Jaalle Ismail recalled how the 
SRSP contributed to the achie 
vement of the required eccno- 
my and the social equality. 


In conclution the Vice-Presi- 
dent called for the full partici- 
pation of the Somali masses in 
all acts and programmes waged 
for the sake of nation building 
while struggling against all fac- 
ters bringing about individualis- 
tic attitudes and disunity of the 
nation, 


In these meeting jn the 
orientation centres, the masses 
displayed įlays and shows de- 
pictirg their level of politica! 
consciousness, the progressive 
objectives of the SRSP and the 


Somali folklore dances which 
implied the people’s striving 
for the revival of the Somali 


culture. 


The delegation led by the 
Vice-President Jaalle Ismail At 
Abckar returned to the capita’ 
on Ist October 1977, 











DANAB 
APPEARS 


The first issue of DANAB 
(Thunder) appeared on the 1:t 
of October 77 in English. Dan- 
ab is a daily bulletin of the So 
mali Abbo and Western Somali 
liberation front and is publi- 
shed in Mogadishu. 


The emergence of Danab was 
necessitated by the need to com- 
municate with the rest of the 
world on the issue of the (SA- 
LF) and (WSLF), accordingly 
the bulletin has been issued. 
Danab contains editorials and 
commentaries, news concerning 
varjous aspects of Western So- 
mali military, political, 
affairs, his- 
literary 
compositions. It also carries otb- 
er relevant information with re- 
gards te all liber 
ments in the 
pire and these in other parts 
of the world such as Palestine 
and South Africa, 


Socio 
economic, cultural 
torical flashbacks and 








ion move- 


Ethiopian Em- 


In its first issce Danab situ- 
ates the struggle to free Wes- 


5h 





tern Somali territory from the | 
Abyssinian colonisation and do- 
mination. It highlighted in resis- 
tance of the colonized Somali & 
other people against this colonia- 
lism for many years. Danab reca- 
lled the fierce combats against 
Britain, Italy and Ethiopian co- 
lonial expeditionary forces wa 
ged hy the Somali nationalist 
hero and poet, Sayid Moliamed 
Akdulle Hassan for more than 
two dacades, 


The bulletin also recalled the 
16th Century struggles of Ah- 
med Gurey directed against Ab- 
yssinian Expansionism. 


THE EDITORIAL BORD OF 
HALGAN CONGRATULATES 
THE EMERGENCE OF DA 
NAB (Thunder), ON 1st. OCT. 
77 WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
THE BULLETIN WILL RESO- 
LUTELY UNDERTAKE IT3 
INFCGRMATION TASKS AND 
ACHIEVE ITS CHERISHED 
OBJECTIVE FOR A JUST CA- 
USE. 
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Colonel Abdirazak Mohamud 
Abukar was sworn in Mogadi 
shu on Ist, of October this year 
as the new minister of Local 
Governments and Rural Deve- 
lopment in the presence of the 
Secretary General of the SRSP 
J/le. Mohamed Siad Barre. 


Present also on the ocassion 
were vice-presidents liutenant 
general Mohamed Ali Samatar 
Major General Hussein Kulmie 
Afrah and Brigadier general Is- 
mail Ali Abokor, who are all 
members of the SRSP politbure 





J/le Siad delivered a speech 
on the occasion outlining thè 
importance of the new ministry. 








The Minister of Local Government and Rural development swearing 


The Ministry will play a great 
rele in the betterment of the 
living conditions of the people 
and the development of the 
country» he said. Adding that 
because of the people’s wide ac- 
tivities of local governments 
and rural development tasks it 
became necessary to coordinate 
them, «The development of the 
economies of the regions and 
districts, the coordination, ori- 
entation and the awakening of 
the people and the consolidation 
of the fruits of the rural deve- 
lopment campaign which are all 
meant to contribute to the gro- 
wth of the overall economy of 
the country and the rajsing of 
the political consciousness of 


— 30— z 





A NEW MINISTER APPOINTED 


the people, has perpetuated the 
establishment of this new mi 
nistry» J/le Siad said. 


Meanwhile, J/le Hashi Abib 
formerly the D.G. of the Direc- 
torate for Municipal Affairs 
and Rural development, was ap- 
peinted as the Director-General 
of the New Ministry. 


J/le Abdirazak was a mem- 
her of the cfficers who led the 
successful October 1969 revolu- 
tion. During the period 1970 to 
1974, he was the minister of 
education and he demonstrated 
dedication and hardwork, He 
played a histori¢ role in the im- 
plementation of Somali script, 
the Rural Development Campai- 
gn and the resettlement progra- 
mme for the drought — stric- 
ken people. In his capacity as 
the chairman of Revolutionary 
committee for the task, he was 
awarded International Medal in 
the name of the SDR 
in the fight against illiteracy 
and ignorance by the Unitec 
Nations Education Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UN- 
ESCO) at its September meeting 
of 1975 in Iran. After the foun- 
dation of the SRSP J/le. Abdi- 
razak was appointed as the 
chairman of the Bureau for Edu 
cation and Sports. 
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CHINESE ARTIST’S VISIT TO 





SOMALIA 





Chines artists displaying their traditional dances, 


A group of Artists numbering 
50 from the Peoples Republic 
of China and headed by com- 
rade Chang-Ching-Tsai visited 
the SDR from 20th September 
to 4th October. 


The group called «Chekiang» 
presented 37 sketches and plays 
in their fortnight stay in Soma- 
lia. The Chinese Artists Gro- 
up were first established in 19- 
57. They included peasants, 
workers, soldiers and others 
from the Colleges of Arts and 
Literature. 





The Chinese performances at 
the National Theatre in Moga- 
dishu received wide applause 
and were highly appreciated 
by the Sòmali audience. The 
spectators were held spell-bo- 
und by the miraculous and ta- 
lented Chinese artists. The ful 
ly-packed national theatre audi- 
ence was impressed by the Chi- 
nese plays. 


Before they wound-up their 
friendship visit to Somalia, the 
Chinese Chekiang Song and 
Danee Busemble were accorded 


=p 





a reception by the Minister of 
Information and National Gui- 
dance J/le. Abdikasim, Salaad 
Hassan, The Minister congratu- 
lated the Chinese Artists Group 
on the National Day of the Peo- 
ples Republic of China which 
falls on the 3rd of October ann- 
ually, He also spoke about the 
deep relationship and cooperi- 
tion between Somalia and China. 
«The visit of the Chekiang So- 
ng ana Dance Ensemble is an e- 
xample of this relationship» he 
said. The Minister declared that 
the SDR appreciates the sueces- 
sful achievements the Peoples 
Republie of Ghina has made in 
its development and the better- 
ment of the lives of the Chinese 
People, 


Comrade Chang-Ching-Tsai 
the leader of the Chinese gro- 
up expressed gratitude on the 
warm welcome extended te 
them by the SDR governme it 
Party and People. «We have 
been welcomed wherever we 
went, which reflects the deep 
relationship between our coun- 
try and Somalia», he said. Com- 
rade Chang-Ching-Tsai also dec- 
lared they have been impressed 
by the developmental activities 
going on in Somalia and the 
tangible successes the Somali 
Democratic Republic has alre- 
ady achieved in this direction. 
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The 32nd regular session of 
the U.N. General Assembly whi- 
ch was opened in New York last 
month approved the admission 
of two new members: Vietnam 
and Djibuti raising the U.N. 
total membership to 149 states 
Deputy Prime Minister and for- 
eign minjster Lazar Mojsov of 
Yugoslavia was elected Presi- 
dent. 


The SDR wag represented ir 
the current session by Jaalle Ab 
dirahmaan Jama Bare, Somal’ 
foreign minister. In his speech 
to the 32nd session Jaglle Bare 
told that, «The question of Wes- 
tern Somalia is not of fron- 
tiers between Somalia and Eth- 
iopia bu the struggle of the peo- 
ple concerned, led by the WSLF 
for more than, 30 years. The 
Ethiopian military junta in Ad- 
dis Ababa is trying to convince 
the world that having got rid of 
Emperor Hajle Sellasie, tht 
country was now a unitary sta- 
te. It hoped in this way to ab- 
sorb its colonial territories and 
was making Somalia the scape- 
goat for its setbacks. The min- 
ister told the General Assembly 
that Ethiopia ig to blame for 
the ‘fighting in the region. Hc 
described the situation in Wes- 
tern Somalia as a manifestation 
of the determingtion of the peo- 
ple of the region to free thew- 
selves from colonial role. Jaalle 
Abdirahman Jama Bare also sa- 
id that since the present Ethio- 
pian regime powe 
three years ago, there have beer 
widespread reports of human ri- 
ghts violations in that country 


came to 





He charged that these violation; 
could not be compared in sp2ed 
and intensity to the atrocities 
committed by the Addis regime 
against the Somali pepulatior 
in the region. Jaalle © Abdirah- 
man assured that Somalia want: 
a peaceful solution for the pro- 
blem in the Horn and added 
that the SDR Government had 
undertaken several initiatives o 
bilateral settlement and througk 
the OAU, but he charged that 
any interference by foreign pow- 
ers would only make the situa- 
tion worse. 


Also addressing the Session 
Gabonese President Omar Bon- 
go tald the General Assembly 
that Africa should be a perman- 
ent membre of the Security Cou- 
neil with the powers of the ve- 
to. He said that when the Ger- 
man Third Reich surrencere? 
at the end of the world war I 
Africa existed politically throu- 
gh the sovereignty of its coloni- 
zers. The veto right held by 
France and Brtiain on the Secu- 
rity Gouncil reflected net only 
their moral or military partici- 
pation in the victory of the de- 
mocracies but also their sover- 
eignity over immense empires 
which today no longer existed 
Mr, Bongo said. He asked by 
what right, in those circums- 
tances, such previleges should 
last to the end of time when Af+ 
rica had become free yet posse- 
ssed no equivalent powers. Spea- 
king as current chairman of the 
Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), Mr Bongo said; We are 
making solemn request that £ 
memher of the OAU designated 


SS 





z U.N, GENERAL ASSAMBLY 


for a year by our continental 
organization be henceforth amo- 
ng the permanent members of 
the Security Council, with the 
same rights and the same du- 
ties.» 


The SWAPO Liberation Mo- 
vement’s Observer mission at 
the U.N. stated that, withdraw- 
al of all South African armed 
forces from Namjbia before any 
elections remains a pre-condi- 
tion for progress in 
other issues in South West Afri- 
ca. A communique said SWA- 
PO also insisted that South Af- 
rica must respect Namibia’s ter- 
ritorial integrity, including the 
Walvis Bay area which it said 
the Pretoria government ha? 
«provocatively and arrogantly 
annexed» on August 31st (by 
placing Walvis Bay under Pre- 
toria direct administration) 
The SWAPO communique said 
if these demands connected wi- 
th a negotiated settlement weri 
not satisfied, SWAPO woul? 
have no other alternative but tx 
continue its armed struggle, 

Last year the 31st session of 
the General Assembly became 
as anticipated «Africa’s Session» 
The issues of South Africa do- 
minated the Assembly's ten-we- 
ek deliberations. At the same 
time. attention was focussed on 
the Security Council’s histori: 
debate. 


resolving 


Opinions of the U.A. and asse- 
ssments of what it has done sin- 
ce it was founded 32 years ago, 
vary from country to country 
and from person to person, The- 


re are those who sze the Organi- 
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zation as a large debating socie- 
ty in which a majority of smal’ 
economically and military insi- 
gnificant states team up agains’ 
the rest in open confrontation 
Others view it as an Organiza- 
tion still dominated by a hand- 
ful of nuclear warriors, by ar 


accident of history happen tc 
posses the military and eccno- 
mic prowess might to exert po- 
litical influence in the world to- 
day. 


From one vantage perspecti- 
ve, the United Nations at 32 is 


a great experiment; a huge lab- 
oratory where the instrument: 
of international cooperation arc 
still heing employed in molding 
and integrating the national po- 
licies of nearly 150 sovereign 
States. 





AL — HAMDI 
ASSASSINATED 


Late President of Democratic Republic of Yemen 
Ibrahim Mohamed Al-Hamdi. 








Colonel Ibrahim Mohamež 
Al-hamdi, was assassinated jn 
Sana’a on the lith, October this 
year, three years and four mon- 
ths after he took powerin a 
bloodless coup at the head of a 
military council. Hamdi’s bro- 
ther Lt. colonel Abdallah Al- 
hamdi died with him, 


| Col. Hamdi, 34, was credited 

with doing much for the pro- 
gress and prosperity of his peo- 
ple and country. Following Pre- 
sident Hamdi’s untimely and 
shocking death, the Command 
Council at an emergency mve- 
ting appointed Ghief-of-Staff 
Lieutenant Colonel Akmed Al- 


Hashmi, head of a three-man 
Presidential Council. 
Meanwhile .. the President 





of the Somali Democratic Re- 
public, Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Barre sent a message of condc- 
lence to the chairman of tae 
presidential council of the Ye- 
men Arab Republic on the 
shocking assassination of Lt. 
Col. [brahim Mohamed Al-ham- 
di, the former president of 
YAR 


The message read: 


«On behalf of the govern- 
ment, people of the SDR and 
myself I am deeply grieved to 
extend our condolence on the 
shoekjng assassintion of Ibra- 
him Mohamed Al-hamdi te 
you, the Government of the Ye- 
men Arab Republic and to the 
family of the late president». 





The SDR announced three | 
days of mourning in the coun- 
try in memory of the tragic 
assassination of president Al 
hamdi. Also the Vice-president 
of the SDR Jaalle major general 
Hussejn Kulmie Afrah attended 
the funeral ceremony of the la- 
te president. 


In Mogadishu the SDR vice- 
president and assistant Secreta- 
ry General Jaalle Brig. general 
Ismail Ali Abokor signed the 

Condolence Book for the late 
president opened at the Y.A.R 
Embassy. Jaalle Ismail wrote 
the following inscription on the 
Book; «We are deeply grieved 
by the criminal assassinatien of 
our brother the late president 
of the Y.A.R. Ibrahim Moha- 
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med. The Somali people share 
grievances with the people of 
the Y.A.R.» The SDR vice-pre- 
sident pointed out that this cri- 
minal assassination was eviden- 
tly aimed at retarding the pro- 
gress being achieved by the 
Y.A.R. people and expressed his 
confidence that the Government 
and people in that country will 
continue to pursue the progres- 
sive path charted by their late 








leader, 

In Aden, the South Yemeni 
goverment annouced a 40 day 
mourning period for the leader 
of the neighbouring country anc 
cancelled the celebration of So- 
uth Yemen's 14th Revolutio- 
nary Anniversary. The Presiden- 
tial Council and cabinet sent 4 
statement to Y.A.R, people ex- 
pressing great sorrow for the 
killings, termed «a dirty cons- 





piracy carried out by treache 
rous and eruel hands». The mu- 
rders were part of an «imperia- 
list plan woven long ago to fo- 
il the struggle of the 
people» the joint statement said. 
It praised Col Al-hamdi for ta- 
king a firm stand against any 
foreign interference or imperia- 
lism, and descibed his deata 
as a great loss for the whole 
Yemein people. 


Yemeni 





PRESS 


HORN 


«Abyssinian regimes’ expansio- 
nist policy has created the pre 
sent problem in the Horn of A 
frica», this was admitted by the 
international press. 


Western Europe is well ver- 
sed with the historical condi- 
tions of Africa as a result of 
their colonial experience, In 
particular, Britain, France and 
Italy know very well that the 
basis of the current problem in 
the «Horn» is the consistent 
pursuance of territorial expan- 
sion undertaken by intrasigent 
Ethiopjan regimes. Asa rule 
truth exists objectively and is 
irrefutable, however its inter- 
pretation is to a large extent af- 
fected by the existing political 
conditions. 


Africa has scored successive 
victories through its liberatior 
struggles waged in the wake of 
the colonized nations. Colonial 
ineffaceable and concerted 
strength of the oppressed na- 
tions through objective recon- 
cilliation with subject nation’s 
historically attested supremacy. 

The war raging in the Horn 
of Africa resulting from A- 








byssinian colonialism is a reve- 
lation of a peoples determina: 
tion to blow up the lid and 
emerge as a free nation. 


The International press has 
been increasingly commenting 
on the affairs in the Horn of 
Africa: «Times of Londan» 
wrote; «Ethiopia’s territorial 
expansion whose capital has 
moved southwards form Axum- 
to Gondar and then to Addis 
Ababa over the past 2,000 yea: 
rs has helped create the present 
problem in the «Horn», Empe- 
ror Menelik II must have been 
responsible for the couse of 
the situation in the region, Ir 
1891, Menelik sent a letter to 
European heads of state in 
Berlin Conference claiming su- 
ch distant places as Khartoum 
Lake Victoria, the Western So 
mali and all the Somali Coast. 
Uniquely, Europe’s partitior 
plans had gone wrong in that 
Horn of Africa. For the first 
time, an African regime had 
a say in their adventure to colo- 
nize Africg» stressed the «Ti- 
mes of London». 

James Johnson, British mem- 
ber of parliament adviced recen 


di 





ROUND UP ON THE 
OF AFRICA 


tly the Addis Ababa regime tc | 
reconcile with the wind of inde 
pendence. The M.P. who parti 
cipated in the 1954 British par- 
liament discussion as a result 
of which the de-facto-border 
was demarcated and somali ter- 
ritory allocated to Ethiopia, cal- 
led on the military government 
to depart from pursuing colo- 
nialism. Mr, Johnson cited as an 
example the British Empire 
whose sun never set, which was 
a colonial power in Africa and 
elsewhere. 


A British professor at Ox- 
ford Univercity in an article tc 
the Weekly Magazine «West 
Africa» gave a lengthy discus- 
sion on the situation in 
the Horn of Africa, 

Tn his article, the professor 
pointed out that the problem ir 
this regime stems from the 
Abyssinian occupation of soma- 
li territcry resulting from its ex- 
pansion to the Red Sea coast 
«The current regime in Addis 
Ababa ig blantly attemting tc 
pursue the same policy of the 
late Haile Sellasie; that is te 
cover-up the issue of the somali 
territory it colonizes from the 
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attention of the world commu 
nity so as to avoid embarassme- 
nt and controverey», the profes- 
sor said, adding that this would 
mean that the regime is striving 
to dodge the authentic transla- 
tion of the Italo-Abyssinian in 
ties of territorial division in 
1897. 


The New York Times corres- 
pendent sent to Jigjiga Mr, Ri 
chard Tomkin said that the only 
Abyssinian remnant we have 
seen following a 30 year abys- 
sinian occupation were the des- 
troyed military fortresses, tan- 
ks, ammunition and corpses of 
Ethiopian soldiers. 


The newspapers that include 
Times, Guardian, Financial Ti 
mes, Daily Telegraph New York 
Times and others have been jn 
creasingly commenting on the 
liberation of Jigjiga. 


Mr. Lorenzo Marziali, ar 
Italian who lived in Jigjiga sin- 
ce 1935 in an interview with 
newsmen from the ministry of 
Information and National Gui- 
dance had this to say; «the So- 
mali people in Jigjiga lived un- 
der the worst colonialism any 
where and lead abject poverty 
under the Addis Ababa rule» 
adding that the Addis soldiers 
stationed jn Jigjiga oppressed 
the somali inhabitants, killed 
them and used to rob them of 
their properties. Mr. Marziali 
who was a resident of the town 
for 42 years declared that he 
was himself an eye witness for 
many persons brutally put to de- 
ath. «The barbarity of the Ad 
dis-troops foried many of the 
somaljs to abandon their home 
land» concluded Marziali, 











THE EIGHT ANNIVERSA RY 


OF THE 2lst 
REVOLUTION 


On the 24th of the current 
month a ceremony was held at 
the Soviet Cultural Centre in 
Mogadishu to commemorate the 
&th Anniversary of the 21 Oc- 
tober Revolution. 

Present on this occasion we- 
re Jaalle Warsame Ali Farah, 
President of the Somali Friend- 
skip and cooperation Commit- 
tee, and Vice -Chairman of the 
Foreign Bureau of the CC of 
the Somali Revolutionary Socia- 
list Party, and Jaalle Abdulla- 
hi Mohamed Hassan Vice-Chai- 
rman of the inspection Bureau 
of the SRSP and other party 
members. 

Also present on this occasion 
were the Ambassadors of the 
socialist countries in Somali 
Democratic Republic. 

Speaking at this occasion, Jaa- 
lle Abdullahi Mohamed Hassan 
expressed thanks to the Soviet 
Embassy for holding this cere- 
mony honoring the 8th Anniver- 
sary of the Somali Revolution. 
He emphasised that with the ad- 
vent of the Revolution in 1969, 
the Somali people’s struggle en- 
tered a new and higher stage. 
The Somali people were under- 
gone deep transformation in its 
socio-political and economic li- 
fe. In addition to this, the Re 
volution has from its very start 
abided by its pledge to extend 
full support to all the national 
liberation Movements in Africa 
Asia and Latin America. True 
to its socialist principles, the 
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Somali Revolution  solidarizes 
with the legitimate struggle of 
the peoples of Somali West, Ab- 
bo people, and the Eritreans for 
their independence and self-de- 
termination. Speaking about the 
friendly relations between So- 
mali and the Soviet Union 
Jaalle Abdullahi said that it has 
reached its Zenith after the 
inception of the Revolution in 
1969. The cocperation between 
Somalia and the Soviet Union 
has greatly benefitted the Soma- 
li people. 

The Ambassador of the So- 
viet Union, Jaalle G. Samsa- 
now also spoke at this ceremo- 
ny. He expressed his apprecia- 
tion of the October 1969, - Re- 
volution. The Ambassador af- 
firmed that although 8 years is 
but a short period, nevertheless 
the Somali people under the gu- 
idance of the Revolutionary lea- 
dership made remarkable stri- 
des foreward. Consequent to the 
Reyolution the relationship bet: 
ween Somalia and the Socialist 
countries was consolidated par- 
ticularly with the Soviet Union. 
The Somali Democratic Repub- 
lic, he said, displayed its un- 
equivocal opposition and strug- 
gle against imperialism, colonia- 
lism, neo-colonialism and Zio- 
nism, Finally, the Ambassa- 
dor concluded his speech by 
best wishes to the Somali peo- 
ple and the realization of more 
success in the service of peace, 
and social progress. 1 
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A Ceremony for the occasion 
ef the 60th Anniversary of Great 
October Revolution was held at 
the Soviet Cultural Centre. On the 
occasion, Jaslle Omar Salad Elmi 
Chairman of the organisation Bu- 
the CC of SRSP and member of 
the CC of SRSP delivered the fol- 
lowing commemorative address: 


«On behalf of the CC of the SR 
SP, allow me to convey to you 
warm greetings and  congratula 
tions on the occasion of the 60th 
Anniversary of the Great October 
Revolution. 


Today, all the progressives of 
the world are celebrating the 60th 
Anniversary of the great October 
socialist revolution which was the 
first of its kind in the world, I» 
celebrating this occasion two gene- 
ral objectives come to mind, The 
first is the need to investigate and 
evaluate the significance of the Oc- 
tober Revolution as those which 
came after it. The Second objec- 
tive is provided by the need to un- 
ite all progressive forces and Lib- 
eration Fronts so as to abolish the 
capitalist system, world imperiali- 
sm, colonialism, neo-colonialism 
racism. and zionism. The histo- 
ric world-wide victories, following 
the birth of the Great October So- 
cialist Revolution can not be ade- 
quately, summarised in this speech 
they need deep investigation and 
analysis. 


THEORETICAL ISSUES 





Revolution 


Nevertheless, today it is clear 


to most of the people that the 
Great October Revolution 
has brought about tremendous 


transformations in the world, 


We all know that the Great Oc- 
tober Socialist Revolution has op- 
ened up a new page in man’s his- 
tory a page marking the opening 
of the road to socialism. 


As soon as the victory of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution 
in Russia, spearheaded by the 
Communist Party under the lea 
dership of V.I. Lenin, the inside 
enemies waged bitter struggles tc 
destroy the newly born Revolution. 
But all such attempts failed and 
all the reactionaries were ultimate 
ly defeated, because the Revolu 
tion had a popular mass base. I 
aimed at climinating all forms of 
exploitation heaped upon the mas 
ses for centuries. Lenin’s theory 
and practice provided another ma 
jor reason for the success of the 
Revolution. 


Following the victory of the Re- 
volution against all anti-revolu- 
tionaries embarked on the difficult 
task of constructing the basis for 
a new socialist society; in all such 
under taking, they succeded tre- 
mendously, Within a short period 
of time, the Soviet people abolish- 
ed all sorts of exploitative relations 
and created a powerful socialist 
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Reflection on the 60th Anniversary 
of the Great October Socialist 


By: OMAR SALAD 
Member of CC of SRSP 


society on the basis of liberty, jus- 
tice and equality, 


Then came the Great vietory ag- 
ainst fascism, led by the 
Union. Progressive forces all over 
the world rallied around the front 
aganist fascism and Nazism. Fol- 
lowing the defeat of fascism, so 
cialism spread to several other 
countries thereby emerging as a 
decisive force in the world. 


The Grear October Socialist Re- 
volution contributed to the rest of 
the world ever lasting experience. 
It enabled manking to find solu- 
tions to a number of important 
problems that confronted suman 
societies for ages. Among the mo- 
st important contributions to man 
kind is the solution to the problem 
of national self-determination 
Therefore, for the first time in his 
tory, it became possible to establi- 
sh a society on the basis of  na- 
tional self-determination and the 
equality ef nationalities. 


Sovie- 


The existence of the world so- 
ciglist system implies that the wor- 
king classes still suffering under 
capitalist exploitation is able to 
obtain moral and material assis- 
tance, thereby, bringing about a 
situation in which day by day 
millions of people are joining the 
progressive forces in demanding 
their mental and physical libera- 
tion. 
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If I turn to the question of na- 
tional Liberation Movements, the 
colonised people found in the so- 
eialist countries a major force of 
support for their struggles. The 
support given by the socialist for- 
ces to the struggles of the colonis- 
ed people brought about the speedy 
destricution of the colonial system 
and the birth of a new world sys- 
tem. 
Immediately following the vic- 
tory of the Great October Socialis’ 
Revolution, Soviet Government 
proclaimed a law, which had beer 
carefully prepared by the founder 
of the Soviet State, Comrade V.I 
Lenin concerning the national rig- 
hts established the principle of se- 
lf-determination and equality for 
all the nations that were colonised 
under the Russian Empire; that 
every nation has the right to exer- 
cise its right of self-deteymination 
that this includes the right to se- 
cede from the Soviet Union if it 
sa chooses, and the elemination of 
all forms of privileges and diseri- 
minations based upon race, nation- 
ality culture or religion. This ma- 
tter is incorporated in artiale 69 
of the Soviet Union is constitution 
which states that the Soviet Union 
is a federal State consisting of ma- 
ny nation based on the 
principle that every nation 
has the right to determine whether 
it wishes to be an equal part f 
the Soviet Socialist State». Article 
71 of the same constitution stater 
that «Each Republic of the Unior 
has the free right to secede fror 
the Soviet Union. Such steps taker 
by the Soviet Union are correc‘ 
and in complete agreement with 
the principles of scientific sociali- 
sm as laid down by Marx, Engle: 
and Lenin. These principles are 
widely spread in the thinking of 
the a eontemporary epoch, they 
also constitute a great weapon of 


the progressive forces struggling 
for freedom, democracy, peace ane 
social progress, 


The Somali mation, being part 
and parcel of the peoples of th 
world fighting for freedom, democ- 
racy and social progress, has taken 
many lessons from the Great Octo- 
ber Socialist Revolution. 


As soon as Somalia attained in 
dependence, relations of friend 
ship and cooperation between her 
and the Soviet Union were estab- 
lished and developed as the year 
went by. The Somali October 21s! 
1969 Revolution strengthened the 
relations and re-established 
them on a qualitatively new basis. 
These relations became more visi- 
ble in economic, cultural and spe- 
cjal affairs. 


After the hirth of the 21st Oct- 
ober Revolution in 1969, the Som- 
ali Revolutionary Government de- 
clared policy which is against 
imperialism, colonialism neo-co- 
lonialism and zionism and for su- 
pporting the people fighting for th- 
eir national independence and self- 
determination. 


Our Revolution not only declar- 
ed so but implemented this policy 
in reality such a policy is based on 
scientific socialism and on the exp- 
erience of the construction of so- 
cialism all over theworld, 


Accordingly, the whole somali 
nation fully supports the liberation 
fronts of Western Somali & Eritrea 
who are struggling for their self-det- 
ermination and the right to seced> 
from the Ethiopian colonial regime 
which is claiming to be a «Socia 
list State». 


How can such a regime claim to 


Soh 


be socialist when it denies the rig- 
ht of people cf Western Somalis 
and Eritrea who have liberated 
more then 95% of thier territories. 
Is it practical or scientific to deny 
such realities? The Addis-ababa re- 
gime states that the victories of the 
liberation movements are tempor- 
ary and reactionary regime hop- 
es and plans ts re-occupy 
liberated territories. but these are 
only hopes and dreams. There is 
no force in the world that can che- 
ek the right to struggle of the pe- 
oples fighting to free them- selves 
from colonialism, There might be 
diffjeulties and the struggle may 
take a longer time, but the victory 
will always be in the hands of the 
liberation fronts in Western Soma- 
lia Eritrea, South Africa, Zimbab- 
we, Namibia, Palestine and so on. 


At this occasion, this commemo- 
ration of the 60th anniversary of 
the Great October socialist Revolu- 
tion, let me eall upon all progres 
sive forces and peace loving peo- 
ples of the world to support the 
genuine liberation struggles of 
Western Somalia and Eritrea. That 
is the only way to establish long 
lasting peace in the Horn of Af- 
rica. 
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CULTURE AND A 








«That a child goes ‘ 
to school at the of four 
and learns it in Somali. 

was unknown to us before; 









ihe eredit belongs 

to the promoters of this idea, 
to our father, Siad, 

and to the almighty God». 


This song is taught at the kin- 
dergardens. I picked it from my 
daughter Daika who is still less 
then four years. This verse 
shows that little Daike and the 
flowers of the Revolution know 
that Somali language was not 
written before and that they are 
Luckier than their parents. 


There is no doubt that this 
song will outline toth Daika’s 
generation and the generation af- 
ter it. People will ask one ano- 
ther, «This song indicates the 
period that immediately after wri- 
ting the Somali Language, when 
was it»? 

Unless a natural or & Man-ma- 
de, catastrophe brings today hu- 
man progress to an end, and 
destroys all historical records, 
certainly 21st October 1972 — the 
date on which the script for the 
Somali language was officially 
proclaimed will be remem- 
ered. This proclamation had 
realized the aspiration of the 
Somali people who loved to see 
the day when their language wou- 
ld be written. I was told of a 
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The Somali Language 


By: IBRAHIM AHMED (Kholi) 





Somali girls with traditional costume learning the Somali Script. 


story when a Somali man, full of 
units and humour, went to the 
the Uhiteo states in early 1950, 
He had «# chat with an Ameri- 
can. Their dialogue ran roughly 
as follows: 


American: What language do 


you speak there? 
Somali: «Somali language» 


American: «Nice could you show 
me how to write it? 


Somali «Sorry it is not written yet! 


American: «How is it that a nation 
has no written language? 


Gham 


Somali: «Our language will surely 
get written sooner or later. But si- 
nce my arrival here I was being 
asked «do you speak English». and 
no one had ever asked me if I 
knew American. 


Thus, the Somali man had wor 
the agreement with politeness and 
humour over his host. In effect 
he suggested that he who has a 
language stands for a chance to get 
it written one day, but that he who 
has no language is ina state of 
despair. And this chance and hope 
for writting the Somali language 
presented itself ten years after thit 
dialogue. On 21st October 1977, 
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No one is too old to learn. 


the supreme Revolutionary Coun, 
cil had announced a script for the 
Somali language, thus implemen- 
ting point of the first Charter of 
the Revelution, 


After this introductory story, 
would wish to pass on to the bene 
fits of writing the language. It is 
not visible to cover all the benefits 
in one article. However we cas 
discuss the following three points 
each in one issue of the magage. 


1. Mutual understanding; 


2. Expanding Education an? 
language growth; 


3. Historical and cultural do 
cumentation. 


Is a fundamuuental basis for 
social permanent social harmony 
As the Somali saying goes: «Only 
when the forerunners agree among 
themselves, can the livestock ge 
watered». Once people fail tc 
understand one another, they dc 
can agree and; If they can not ag 
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ree then they can not disucss thei 
interests. and if they can not dis 
cuss their jnterest, then they car 
not unite; and if they can not uni 
te, then they can achieve much 
So from mutual understanding do 
wn to acting in unison, it is : 
chain which, if cut at one spot 
will get disconnected and will fal’ 
apart. Before our language wa 
written, these was little mutua 
understanding very few peopl: 
knew how to read and write; and 
those view literates knew three 
different foriegn languages Englise 
Italian and Arabic. A language 
is not a chain of more words; i 
embraces a whole culture comple 
te with it customs and traditions 
affecting one’s education, 
one’s behavour and one’s way of 
thinking. As a result of this tho 
se few of us who were educatec 
had failed to undestand one ano 
ther as ach group received thi 
other with conterupt and could 
heart. 


one’ 


Each group was inter-linked to 
a certain extent, with the country 
whose language it knew, knowing- 
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ly or unknowingly. It also served 
the interests of that country whose 
it had received. The disunity, whi- 
ch is brought about by the variety 
of the different cultures, was one 
more factory in the list of division 
factors such as tribalism, regiona- 
lism and egoism. This is the type 
of disunity which held the few 
educated groups poles apart. 


Now let us examine the relations 
between the government and peo- 
ple. Obviously, they are not like 
two persons who are connected by 
the mass-media. With the ex- 
ception of the audience of the So- 
mali service of the radios (and 
it is easy to forget what one hears 
over the radio) The mass-media 
was limited to few newspapers and 
publications in these three foreign 
languages. The total daily circula- 
tion of these publications was not 
more 3000. It is also important to 
note here that the Somali service 
of the Radioes prepared all their 
paper-works is these three langua- 
ges. This meant that what see- 
med to be a Somali language whi- 
le on our was a foreign mentality 
translated sometime poorly - into 
Somali. Suppose aa English spea- 
king Minister wants to talk to his 
electorates over the Radio, First 
he prepares his speech in English 
embracing English way of thinking 
and he reads in Somali; then the 
newsreporter takes notes, perhaps. 
is Italian and runs to the Radio; 
but as the newscaster happens to 
be an Arabic speaking, the news- 
reporter is bound to give him a 
verbal translation of his scribbled 
notes; then the newscaster jots 
them dows in Arabic only to be 
translated into Somali at a glance 
while in the studio, In such a 
criss - crossing process of transla- 
tions, it is doubtless that the net 
result of the message will fall for 
short of its original intest. And 
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when such a gorbled message 
reaches the illiterate in the remote 
countryside, there is no way of 
knowing the fied-back. 


Since all communications to the 
Radio and press had to be in one 
of these three foreign languages. 
the illiterate masses had been 
denied of the opportunity to talk 
to the Government. For this rea- 
son, the communication necessari- 
ly remained one-way all the time. 


The situation being so. can’t we 
say; «The parties used to talk to 
one another but they rarely if at 
all, understood one another. Rea- 
listically, a mutual understanding 
can come where there is a dialo- 
gue: a two way communication. 
But if one party speaks and the 
other is gaggel successfully, there 
is little way the speaker can tell 
whether the listener realy under- 
stood the message fully. 


Tracing this back into the past 
history must necessarily lead 
us to the question: «To what 
what extend does the writing of 
the Somali Language contribute 
to bring better understanding a 
mong the society in all fields». 


First of all, as soon as the three 
foreign languages were replaced 
by our own mother-tongue, all the 
groups with. cultural divergencies 
had been deprived of the bone 
of contention; the mother-tongue 
made them meet; even though no 


group was still wholly free from 
the influence of its old alien cul- 
ture. Despite of this, it was im- 
portant that these groups had a 
unifying medium of written-langu- 
age, through which they could 
communicate among themselves 
and with the newly literate mas- 
ses. This naturally bridged the wi- 
de rift between these educated 
groups, specially between the edu- 
cated youth who previously linea 
in isolation from one another due 
to the legacy of their respective 
culture backgrounds. 


In regard to the new relation- 
ship between the revolutionary go- 
yernment and the masses. Since 
the adoption of the Somali script, 
we can note that the mass-media- 
both the Radio and the press is 
directly using the Somali language 
without the hectic process of criss- 
crossing translations and retransla- 
tion; though some written who ha- 
ve been over-whelmed by foreign 
cultures, may still think in a for- 
eign language and then put the 
translation in Somali, yet one can 
safely say that mutual understan- 
ding has greatly improved since 
then. It is worth to mention here 
that the literacy campaign has en- 
ormously increased the number of 
literates. The circulation of the 
publications is growing and the 
daily sale is roughly 15000 copies. 
Certainly. people, mothers, workers 
farmers and nomads. now know 
no foreign languages. From this 
we can understand that not only 
has the number of the readership 
changed, but the type of the rea- 
dership has also changed. Today, 
more directly then before, the or- 
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dinary people listen to and read 
Government decisions and directi- 
ves concerning their interests and 
their welfare. This jmplemented 
the role of the mass-media in the 
field of information and education. 
To ensure a permenent and direct 
links between the government and 
the masses in order to secure mass 
participation in the nation-building 
and administration is one of basic 
pillars of the socialist principles. 
This will also enable the masses 
te express their feeling 

so that the government can have 
the feed-back which is essential 





s in uniting 





for a two-way communications. 





Thus. the writing of the Somali 
language has opened a page for a 
dialogue between the government 
and the people. This in turn leads 
us to better understanding which 
was missing prior to the revolu- 
tion or to be more correct, prior 
to the writing of our language. We 
can say that now the fore-runners 
have reconciled their differences 
and that, consequently, the flock 
has drunk peacefully; this better 
understanding has contributed to 
the national unity which has hel- 
ped our nation to stand in the fa- 
ce of the challenges of both the 
nature and the enemy. This 
unity also helped the Somali peo- 
ple to unite their mind and mus- 
cles inorder to build their country 
through self-reliance and with the 
help of their funds. 


How far does writing the Ian- 
guage benefitted the expansion of 


education and preserving history 
and culture, will be discussed in 


the next issue. 
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The origins of the word «Soma- 
li» go far back into the past. The 
exact etymology of the word is not 
known. All we know is that in the 
course of historjcal development, 
a word called «the Somalis» came 
to appear. Obviously, the pheno- 
menon of a people with a com- 
mon culture, language, economy 
and social order gave rise ic a 


common denmination. Historians 
from other countries encountered 


the people called «Somalis» and 
recorded so, thousands of years 


ago. 


During the long period of his- 
tory, the Somali people developed 
not only objectively but subjective- 
ly. In other words, a people wita 
a common language, culiure, reli- 
gion, social system and pastoral e- 
conomy came to exist on the eas- 
tern part of the Horn of Africa. 
What is more, in the course of 
their struggles agajnst nature and 
against other auman groups, these 
people came to develop full con- 
sciousness of being Somali. Objec- 
tively, they themselves were highly 
conscious and proud of their iden- 
tity as Somalis. The cultural unity 
of Somalis js highly reflected is 
the traditional literary heritage of 
our people. 


Imperialism led to the scramble 
for Africa which led to the parti- 
tion and colonisation of the Soma- 
li nation, European colonialism 
helped add Western Somalia tə 
the «Ethiopian Empire», and the 
Ethinpian regimes tried hard to fix 
the label «Ethiopian» to the peo 
ple of Western Somalia. The peo- 


ple in the Ethjopian occupied ter- 
ritory could not and would rot ac- 
cept the label «Ethiopian». They 
knew they were Somalis with a 
proud tradition of resistance aga- 
inst colonialists including Ethio 
pians. 


The vultural unity of the So- 
mali people is best reflected in the 
literary traditions preserved in our 
language. The poems songs, rid- 
dles, proverbs, even children ga- 
mes, of the Somali people every- 
where are more or less the same 
Moreover, they are all inspired by 
the great Somali poets such as Ra- 
geh Ugas, Gammagn Bulkan, Ali 
Dhuh, Salan Arrabey, Abdi Gaha- 
yr and other. Most of these posts 
lived and travelled in most of the 
territories inhabited by the Somali 
people, including the areas recently 
liberated by the Western Somali 
Liberation Front (WSLF). 


Sayid Mohamed Abdillah Has- 
san offers a brilliant example of a 
major historical figure and bril- 
liant poet. In waging his Z0 years 
struggles against British, Italian 
and Etbiopian colonialism, the Sa- 
yid was able to unite the Somali 
people and provide them with li- 
ving traditions of common strug- 
gles. In hjs brilliant poetry, he 
left a strong literary inheritance: 
his poets are still recited every- 
where in the newly liberated terri- 
tories as well as in most parts of 
the SDR. 


The same phenomenon is being 
observed with regards to the epoch 
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ON THE SOMALI CULTURAL 
UNITY 


by: Rashid Sk. Abdullahi 


of Somalj nationalist parties. The 
songs and campaign slogans of the 
SYL and the SNL are vividly re- 
membered everywhere Somalis li- 
ve. The nationalist songs include: 
«Wake up all you Somalis!; and 
«Oh, my Country» ete. The natis- 
nalist songs of Barkhad As and 
Walaalo Hargeisa developed anc 
spreac at the same time as the 
poems of Abdillah; Suldan, Timo- 
adde, Ali Hussein and others who- 
se poems were often recited in Jig- 
jiga, Dhagahbur, Qabridahare and 
the other towns where Ethiopiar. 
colonialists actively sought to era- 
se the Somali identity. 


The cultural unity of the Somali 
people is invincible. All attempts 
to destroy it have only produced 
vigorous resistance which, as re- 
flected in literature and arts, has 
only contributed towards strengta2- 
ning that consciousness of a com- 
mon identity. Let us end these 
brief reflections on our cultural 
unity by quoting a relveant contem- 
porary poem called «Gallaaddi» by 
Ahmed Abdi Suagulle:- 


— If an animal could not get 
enough water during a hot sum- 
mer, 


— if it is brought to a good well 
with ready water; 


— Ít can never be contented but 
remembers the bygone days; 
— In the morning walk a lion in 


an ambush kills him; 


— The same applies to the Amha- 
ta who are under the veil; 
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— Those who carry their shrine 


would never wait; 


— The powerful infidel has colo- 
nised the people; 


— He who does not bring the 
hump of a camel is put to jail; 


— If sheep are not slaughered for 
them they become hot-tempered; 


— When sacks of ration are brou- 
ght to the jnterior; 


— Without opening it the men are 
slaughtered: 


— Those who grew up colonising 
are being slaughtered everywhere 
today; 


— The able liberation Fronts ma- 
ke good targets of them; 


— In every battle they lose thou- 
sands and more; 


— The granted weapons cut off 
their heads; 


— Like the locusts, the liberation 
men kill groups of them in every 
front; 


— They fled bullets all bare-foc- 
ted; 


— Let the poem not drag on, sol 
conclude; 


— Oh! the repressive regime, you 
have brought all the brutal mischi- 
ef; 


— You have brought the slaughter 
we witness today; 


— You have entered a ditch of 
blood and a narrow gorge; 


— The multitudinous army achie- 
ved nothing for you: 
— Your numerous commandos 
have vanished; 


— Their corpses will be eaten by 
insects; 


— Before the war you used te 
boast; 


— You claimed courage jn the li- 
ght of peace; 


— You are not more than the hats 
you wear; 


— Whenever you get the 
hand you boast; 


upper 


— The words of Allah and his 
law strengten us; 





— As long as the enemy lingers at 
the corner, I dare not eat; 


— The blood flowing on your 
thighs is due to our bravery and 
high virtues; 


— As long as you colonise a spot 
of our land; 


— Or you do not return back the 
looted possessions; 


— As long as a cup of water re- 
mains you will regret; 


— The charge of human beings i5 
like an electric shock on your hbo- 
dy; 


— The British, 
than you have been sent out; 


more powerful 


— The Italjans moved away at 
dusk; 


— Your power once strong is nov 
upside down; 


— While you were looting our 
camels, our livelihood; 


— You didnot reckon that your 
doom today will be the conse- 
quence. 
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BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS 
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The First Issue of HALGAN appearec on x- 
tober 21st 1976 to mark the Seventh Anniversary of 
the October Revolution, HALGAN, official organ of 
CC of the SRSP, appeared four months after the es- 
tablishment of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Par- 
ty. 


During the past year, HALGAN has sought to 
convey Party policies and decisicms, it has also sought 
to interpret, explain and analyse such policies and var- 
ious measures connected with them, 


A REVIEW GF CONTENTS 


HALGAN has carried a number of editorials in- 
tended to focus on the important statements made by 
Jaalle Mahamed Siad Bare, Secretary - General of the 
CC of the SRSP and President of the SDR. Various 
editorials dwelt on the burning issues of the Horn of 
Africa, on our Foreign relations and on »ther critical 
international issues such as: Southern Africa and the 
Middle East. 


The lack of specialised research journals in So- 
malia, imposed upon HALGAN the need to issue re- 
latively long analytical articcles on various aspects o 
Somali life. ; 


A number of these analysed the histori- 
cal background behind the formation of the SRSP. 
The current tasks and activities of the SRSP and the 
formation of the social organizations were given maxi- 
mum coverage. The February 1977 issue was special- 
ly devoted to covering the 3rd Plenary Session of the 
CC of the SRSP. During this important session, vari- 
ous, resolutions were passed, including the one cal- 
ling for the reorganization of Somali social organiza- 
tions, The HALGAN issue of April 1977 covered the 
founding Congress of the Somali Women’s Democra- 
tic Organization; that of May 1977 covered the estab- 
lishment of the General Confederation of Somali Tra- 





HALGAN 
HALGAN 


de Unions, and that of June 1977 carries articles and 
reports pertaining to the Somali Revolutionary Youth 
Union. In this way HALGAN helped to contribute 
towards the consolidation of the SRSP and the social 
organizations. 

HALGAN has published several articles on eco 
nomic aspects of Somali society, for example: reviwing 
the socio-economic achievements of the Revolution. 
discussing the relationship between the Party and 
Planning’ andcritically assessing Somalia,s state econo- 
mic sector. 

In the past year, HALGAN has also published 
serious articles on South Africa’ the Middle East’ Ji- 
bouti and Western Somalia These and other articles 
have been complimented by brief coverage of news in 
the MONTHLY BULLETIN section. 

On Theoretical Issues, HALGAN has published 
articls on various aspects of Party norms and func- 
tions, on just and unjust wars, on Lenin’s ideological 
heritage and on self-determination and territorial in- 
tegrity. In the Section entitled Art and Culture, HA- 
LGAN has, during the past year, published articles an- 
alysing various aspects of Somali literature — plays. 
poetry, songs etc. HALIGAN has devoted considera- 
ble attention to Festac, 77: The 2nd World Black 
and African Festival of Arts and Culture. In the 
December 1976 issue distributed widely during th: 
Festac events in Lagos, HALGAN proudly reproduced 
the late Amilcar Cabral’s semina lessay on «The role 
of culture in the» struggle for independence». 

ON Developing the Somali Ianguage 

During the past year, HALGAN has appeared 
monthly in Somali and English, An Arabic langua- 
ge edition of HALIGAN has appeared once every three 
months. Technical limitations have not permitted us 
to issue a monthly Arabic edition. 

The Somali edition of HALIGAN has contributea 
to the development of the Somali language. Articles 
written in Arabic, English ete dealing with philosophi- 
cal or technical issues have had to be translated in rea- 
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dable Somali. In this way, a good number of recen- 
tly coined technical and other specialized vocabulary 
in Somali has been given a popular medium. The Po- 
litical Vocabulary section of HALGAN has been par- 
ticularly useful in this regard. 

HALGAN'S UTILITY 

We have had a great deal of opportunity during 
the past year to witness the various ways various grou- 
ps have used HALGAN. Various seminars, classes and 
discussion groups conducted by the Party and the soci- 
organizations have utilized various articles from HAL- 
GAN. University students have found in it useful ma- 
terial for further research. Some officials use it 
for reference on account of the important policy do- 
cuments it publishes. The mass media have used it- 
articles in order to prepare various radio programmes; 
SONNA circulates some of HALGAN editorial, etc. 

Somali delegations attending various conference: 
abroad have found it extremely useful to take with 
them various issues of HALGAN. The December 
1976 Issue was particularly useful for the Somali 
participant at the Lagos Festae 77 colloquioum; dele- 
gates from the Somali social organization have, likewi- 
se, profitted from the issues of HALIGAN devoted to 
their respective organizations A great deal of writ- 
ten materials in Somalia today exists only in tae So- 
mali language; accordingly HALGAN offers a welcome 
channel of communications with our frienas all over 
the world. 

There is no doubt that HALIGAN will prove to 
be even more useful in future as it improves itself 
through experience and as it succeeds in overcoming 
staffing, technical and distribution problems. 

On Personnel. Technical and Distribution Problems. 

The Somali Democratic Republic is still a deve- 
loping nation that has yet to overcome serious pro- 
blems inherited from the past. Among such problems 
we may list the shortage of skilled manpower, technical 
deficiencies and the resulting distribution problems as 
particularly pertinent when it comes to the publish- 
ing of a journal such as HALGAN. 


When HALGAN first appeared and for a consi- 
derable time after that, it utilized part-time manpower 
drawn from various sources and coordinated through 
the ideological Bureau of the CC of the SRSP. 

Technical problems are mainly connected with 
printing. The State Printing Agency is an extremely 
over-crowded center printing everything from posters. 
receiptbooks all the way to school text-books, maga- 
zines, pamphlets and daily newspapers. Accordingly. 


HALGAN has experienced long periods of delays on 
account of printing and binding difficulties. The Ma- 
nager and Staff of the Agency have tried their best to 
meet our needs: obviously proplem goes beyond their 
means. 

HALGAN has initiated explorations aimed at es- 
tablishing printing facilities for the specialized needs 
of the Party and its social organization. Negotiations 
with concerned units in the German Democratic Re- 
public are proceeding with the aim of solving hottle- 
necks. 


Tke lack of a full-time staff and given the gene- 
rally inadequate infrastructure, have contributed to the 
problems of distribution. Like most developing 
nations, the radio is the most effective means of mass 
communications in Somalia, The nation-wide distri- 
tution of newspapers and magazines is highly indequa- 
te. 

HALGAN analyzed the problems involved and, 
following months of experience, has worked out the 
logistics for solving the obstacles. The implementation 
of HALGAN’s distribution plan awaits adequate man- 
power, office arrangements and other related matters. 
The plan hopes to utilize the structures of the Party 
and social organizations, particularly these recently 
established in all the regions and districts of the SDR. 

The immediate tasks of HALGAN is indeed to 
solve the problem of distribution both inside and out- 
side the country. Many people have complained about 
the poor distribution of HALGAN especially outside 
the capital city of Mogadishu. 

An Appeal 

HALGAN wishes to thank all those who have, in 
one way or another, contributed to its existence dur- 
ing the past year. 

At the same time, it wishes to appeal for greater 
support in the future, HALGAN especially welcomes 
all constructive criticism. It wishes to improve itself 
constantly both in form and content; the constructive 
suggestions of our readers help the development of 
HALGAN. 

Incidentally, in order to initiale a dialogue with 
its readers, HALGAN has carried various features. 
such gs Problems of Daily Life, which are extremely 
topical. 

We appeal to our readers to contribute in any 
way they can in the common effort to make HALGAN 
a better organ, a better medium of the struggle again- 
st underdevelopment, the struggle for freedom, peace 
and social progress. 


Sass 
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The Mogadisho new portis a major economic project. 
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